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PRESIDENTS LETTER  

Greetings fellow PLSO members, from your returning president.  Most of you may not remember 25 
years ago (1994) when I first served as president.  It was a different Chapter back thené different 
members and a different Chapter structure, but our purpose has remained the same and even 
expanded somewhat.  Weôre still an educational organization supporting and promoting the 
interests and welfare of the surveying community.  Continuing education wasnôt required to 
maintain licensure back then and CPD hours didnôt exist.  Now, the seminars weôve always had 
have become more important to those of us who need to keep up with the state requirements.  In 
addition, our Chapter has undertaken the task of providing invaluable survey data to our members 
on the PLSO.info website.  25 years ago, scanning was in its infancy and far too expensive and 
unrefined to use for such a project as weôve embarked upon.  Now weôre able to use the technology 
to the benefit of all our members.  If you think thereôs just no information out there to figure out that 
survey from hell, check the website.  The data there has saved my butt more than once!  Long story 
shortéour membership has become more valuable than ever since 25 years ago. 
 
Getting back to the subject of continuing education and ñCPDò hours, weôre hoping to get in a few 
more CPD seminars this year for those of us (myself included) who were unable to attend the state 
conference in Columbus this year.  I know that for many of us it can be difficult to take 2 or 3 days 
off of work, drive across the state, and shell out up to $50 per CPD hour when adding up 
registration and hotel fees.  The conferences Iôve attended, other than those right here in the 
Cleveland Chapter area, usually donôt have a terrific attendance by the 115 +/- members of our 
chapter.  The farther away they are, the fewer Cleveland Chapter members seem to attend.  Donôt 
get me wrong, Iôm not dishing the state conferences.  If at all possible, itôs absolutely the best PLSO 
function to attendémuch more than just a source of ñhoursò.  Theyôre a chance to meet our state 
officers, state board officials, presenters, exhibitors, and hundreds of our fellow surveyors from 
around the state.  Iôve always felt like Iôve belonged there.  Fact is that most of our chapter 
members donôt or canôt attend, leaving those in need to find other means to satisfy the continuing 
education requirement.  Thatôs where weôre hoping to be of more assistance this year on a chapter 
level.  In our last newsletter there were flyers for two local seminars: ñCivil 3D for Surveyorsò 
presented by our own Dino Lustri of AutoCad University & Imaginit fame and arranged with great 
effort by Steve Metcalf (Thanks Steve!), and the ñCore-Ex Excavator Pipeline Safety Programò 
presented by Paradigm Liaison Services and the major pipeline companies for us ñexcavatorsò.  At 
our last executive committee meeting, other possible seminar topics that came up were ethics (2 
hrs. now required), confined space entry, Cuyahoga / Lorain Co. GIS updates, and a host of others 
weôll be looking into.  If any of you have an idea for a seminar youôd like to see or a possible 
speaker, please just shoot me a quick e-mail at dbruckner@roadrunner.com. 
 
Before I close, let me thank the 2019 Executive Committee members for stepping up once again to 
keep our Chapter running.  Mike Kral & Louise Veverka for staying on as Program & 
Communication chairmen, Tom Snezek for running the Golf Outing, and Rick Carlson for taking on 
the President Elect position.  Remember that Ex. Comm. meetings are always open to all members 
at Neffôs office right at Pearl & York Rd., and come with free pizza & soft drinks.  And committee 
membership comes with 2 CPD hrs.! 
 
ñWear your safety vest & donôt go out in traffic without cones!ò  (Iôm your mother this year.) 
 
Dave Bruckner, PS 
2019 Chapter President              
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GNSS Update ð Robert Hoy, Arcadis. U.S.  

Available Satellites 

Itôs been a busy year for the emerging satellite constellations. The last time I was actively monitoring 

visible satellites was a year ago when observing pin locations for sending to Trimble CenterPoint RTX 

Post-Processing, which uses all the satellite constellations - and is free to use. I was typically able to 

track 4 Galileo and 1 BeiDou satellites, while sometimes tracking 6 and 2 satellites respectively. Fast 

forward to March 2019 and available satellite count has grown! Hereôs a list for March 2018 and 2019 

using www.gnssplanning.com 

 

Weôve gained 20 satellites in just the past year! Galileo is nearly at full strength with 22 of their 

planned 24 satellites, with 3 units also planned to be in orbit as backups in case a satellite is deemed 

to be unhealthy needs to be turned off for corrections. Galileoôs mission statement was to have their 

constellation at full strength by the year 2020 and they seem to be on track to meet that. 

Thereôs a great graphic describing the age and capabilities of the GPS (US satellite constellation) 

found at  

https://www.gps.gov/systems/gps/space/ 

What can these additional satellites do 

for your surveying? Letôs look at the DOP 

(dilution of precision) chart relative to 

number of satellites, from 

www.gnssplanning.com 

 

First weôre looking at using a receiver 

able to track only GPS and GLONASS 

satellites. This is a chart from 6am to 

6pm in Ohio for 3/11/2019. The peak 

PDOP at 5:30pm is 1.95. With these two 

constellations we average about 15 satel-

lites, but remember: this is without plot-

ting obstructions such as trees and build-

ings of which will decrease the satellite 

count being tracked and increasing your 

PDOP respectively. Our PDOP looks to 

be an average of about 1.4. The lower 

the PDOP the better! 
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