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Note: May’s seminar will be Thursday May 3rd at the
Cuyahoga County Classroom facility. Speaker
and topic TBA. Look for final details in the May

CSN.
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From point to plan to project,
we’ll help you make it perfect.

A Autodesk

Image courtesy of Allen Nobles and Associates Gold Partner :
Geosystems Architecture, Engineering & Construction

Scan to BIM Software
Leica Geosystems and Autodesk provider
Civil 3D Experts and Licensed Surveyors

We're the only organization providing HDS hardware
that also understands how that data will be used
downstream, not just in design, but all the way
through to facility management and for creation of
as-builts for retrofits and renovations. Check in with
our experts and you’ll see what makes us different—
and how you can put that difference to work for you.

Call our Cleveland office today at 216.834.8326 or I MA NT
visit us at imaginit.com ( I

TECHNOLGOGI I ES
A RAND Worldwide Company
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Social Dinner with Speaker (0.5 PDH)

Thursday April 12

Speaker: Lisa Petit, PhD. Chief, Resource Management Division

Cuyahoga Valley National Park

' NATIONAL
PARK
SERVICE -

Topic: Awareness of Land Surveying through volunteering and current park A

projects.

Location: Mavis Winkle's Irish Pub (map)
5005 Rockside Road (at NW corner of |-77)
Independence maviswinkles.com 216-525-0770

Dinner Selections:

* Pot roast of beef with mashed potatoes

* Fish and chips

* Chicken paprikash with noodles
* Penne primavera (vegetarian)

Includes:
* Garden salad
* Vegetable

* Non-alcoholic beverages

* Assorted pastries

Cost: $25

>

Reservations Required
By Thurs April 5 Schedule

Contact Michael Ackerman:

5:30 Social Hour
6:30 Dinner

mackerman@dgbassoc.com

216-642-1130, ext. 115

7:00 Speaker

Jake's Stakes

AMISH MADE

8200 Camp Road Homerville, Ohio

SURVEYING and CONSTRUCTION STAKES
High quality, light colored, HARDWOOD and smooth

MARKER STAKES Bundie of 50

18” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”
24” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”
30” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”
36” x11/2” x 7/16”
48” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”
48” x 718" x1/2”
SQUARE HUBS
12” x 2” x 2”

18” x 2” x 2”

22” x 2” x 2”
WEDGES HUBS

22” HUB MARKER $0.13 ea/Bundle of 100

9” $0.13 ea
12” $0.15ea

$0.18 ea
$0.20 ea
$0.25 ea
$0.28 ea
$0.36 ea
$0.24 ea
Bundle of 25
$0.24 ea

0.32 ea
$0.36 ea

Bundle of 50

METAL REBAR RODS
Available Any Length Call for $

NO ORDER TOO =
SMALL or TOO =
FAR "

ORDERS FILLED

RAPIDLY!

FREE DELIVERY ON

LARGE ORDERS

£
Londen Lafayetts Rd Chatham Rd Bpen%

OLD MILL RD

[

NEW LONDON EASTERN |

AP ROADI

5

SpencarRd

Greenai

IF WE DON'T HAVE IT - WE MAKE IT!

DELIVERY AVAILABLE : CALL Dwight at Spencer Feed & Supply 330-648-2111
* WE DELIVER ANYWHERE * WE DELIVER ANYWHERE * Fax Orders: Attn. Dwight 330-648-2552

cleveland.plso.com
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Chapter Scholarship Extension

Our chapter’s scholarship application submission
deadline has been extended to April 27. Visit our
Scholarship webpage http://cleveland.plso.com/
scholarship.html or click here to download the rules
and application form.

Contact Scholarship Committee chairman Chris
Tomko 440-925-0797 ctomko@rewarner.com with
questions.

Letter to the Editor

Golly, | went and reviewed some of my standard
drawing notes based upon attorney Harvey’s scary
warnings in the September 2011 CSN and from his
March seminar.

| revised my underground utility disclaimer to read
just like ALTA/ACSM’s new language, ‘the exact
location of underground features cannot be
accurately, completely and reliably depicted hereon.”
Thanks, CSN.

—Joe Surveyor

HARVEY, ABENS, IOSUE Co. LrPA
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW

Small Business Legal Support
* Entity choice and formation
* HR and Management/Labor Support

* Operating and Partnership Agreements
Contracts

* Agreements and Internal Document drafting
* Business & Real Estate Litigation Support

* Risk Management

* Business Succession Planning

* General Counsel support

David L. Harvey III
dvdharv@harvlaw.com

1 Berea Commons, Suite 216
Berea, Ohio 44017
P (440) 816-1470 www.harvlaw.com

Aerocon Photogrammetric Services Inc
Dedicated to providing quality photogrammetric services since 1967

* Aerial Photography

* Digital Orthophotography

* Digital Topographic Mapping
* Analytical Triangulation

* DTM/DEM Surface Generation
= LiDAR

* Airborne GPS

* GIS Services

* Volumetric Inventories

4515 Glenbrook Road
Willoughby, OH 44094-8215
440.946.6277

440.946.2646 Fax

e-mail: skymap@aerocon.com
www.aerocon.com

cleveland.plso.com
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President’s Message

Something I've realized from recent work projects is that people | come in contact
with most times assume | am using GNSS equipment. But the good thing is that
they identify what I'm doing as Surveying. A comment | got from a property owner
was that he could not believe a surveyor several years ago spent 3 to 4 hours
performing a survey on his property. It's just not as simple as powering up a GNSS
receiver that points us to property corners as soon as we get out of our truck. This
shows the need to educate the public as to what is involved with Surveying.

Z
| know there are Surveyors who explain to property owners all what is involved in )
. . . Robert Hoy
performing a boundary survey with the laws that govern us when they give a quote. President

This helps them understand why prices may differ if another surveyor is not
providing everything required. It also educates the homeowner on what all is
involved with providing Surveying services. It's not as simple as calling up a fence company for prices.

Speaking of giving quotes, | sat in on an excellent business session at the Annual Conference. It was
presented by a kitchen remodeling company, but the business practices and ideas easily relate to our
profession too. Their business model was selling solutions and services, not price. In fact they don’t
even give quotes let alone free quotes. They sign clients based upon their reputation and negotiate
services including requiring a retainer. A very different business model than what Surveyors do. ODOT
awards contracts based upon qualifications and performance. Changing the minds of homeowners and
construction companies would take effort to hire Surveyors based upon reputation, level of service
provided, and degree of professionalism.

Professionals brings me back to a quote | included in a past newsletter from our first president Bill Haas:

From "Backsights and Foresights", May 1974 (prelude to the Chapter newsletter):

No longer will we harbor men who are "between jobs" or "unable to find other employment." We will be
selective in choosing men who would make surveying their career, jealously guarding against those who
would demean the profession. Those who are selected will be expected to enhance their abilities
through experience and by availing themselves of the educational programs we provide, for which they
will be compensated in a manner that will enable them to be proud of their endeavors and not "second
class citizens."

Proprietors will no longer be forced to comprise their standards for the sake of expedience. Quality and
service will be their selling points with experienced, concerned personnel available to provide them. In
engineering oriented firms the surveying portion will at least be self supporting. Remember, profit is not a
dirty word in the surveying profession!

Bill's advice is as good today as it was 38 years ago when he wrote it.
Robert Hoy, P.S.

robert.hoy@cox.net
216-389-7677

|
2012 Advertising Rates | ADVERTISERS
|
Full page: 9.6’h x7.3"'w $400 yr. i 3 Imaginit Technologies 8  Roberts Surveying Supplies
1/2 page: 4.8"h x7.3'w  $200 yr. | 4 Jake's Stakes 10 Leica Geosystems
1/4 page: 4.8’hx3.6"w $100 yr. | 5  Aerocon Photogrammetry 12 GeoShack
|
Contact: Robert Hoy, robert.hoy@cox.net | 7  City Blueprint of Toledo 15 Precision Laser & Inst.
|
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We Moved!!
c—IW*BluePnnt i

B ‘T°"E°° A Tel: 800-548-1503
: e Tel: 419-243-7271
Sales e Service e Rental Leasmg e Training e Support Fax: 419-243-6418

i o
Check our website for dlrectlons...

www.cityblueprintoftoledo.com
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Cleveland Chapter’'s Delegate Report
Presented by Thomas M. Snezek, Chapter Delegate

*The report included herein is offered only as informational to the members of the Cleveland
Chapter. The reader is deferred to the approved minutes of the P.L.S.O. for any
clarifications™

Call to order at 6:09 PM, Friday March 9, 2012, Columbus State University in, Columbus
Ohio.

— Devotions and Pledge of Allegiance

— A Quorum was not reached until 6:35 PM with two late arrivals.

- One agenda revision to add discussion of the Rhode Island letter for support, (section
5.4 under new business).

— Minutes of January 13 meeting reviewed and motion passed to accept.

— Treasurer’s Report Reflects adjustments to correct credit card charges to specific events. This will show up
in the profit of the Annual Conference but will be more accurate. Report accepted subject to audit.

Thomas Snezek
Delegate

Unfinished Business — No Report

New Business —

— Motion passed to accept 2 new student, 1 associate, and 10 professional members.
- President Parsell declared that all Special Committees will remain as is.

— Don Pickenpaugh appointed as Chair of the Scholarship Fund Board.

— State of Rhode Island’s “Society of Professional Land Surveyors” submitted letter to our association to
petition support for a change of the Model Law to remove “Engineering Surveys” from the NCEES Chapter
110.20 definitions. Each chapter is being asked to review and comment for the April
meeting. It will be available for review on the Member’s Section of the State website.

HIGH GRADE HARDWOOD SURVEY STAKES

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

TOPCON DEALER *  INSTRUMENT SALES, SERVICE & RENTAL
SOKKIA DEALER e (PS TECHNOLOGIES
FIELD SUPPLIES e  FIELD EQUIPMENT

(Cont'd on Page 9)

ROBERTS

Surveying Supplies

WWW.ROBERTSSURVEYING.COM

5758 Ridge Road Parma, Ohio 44129 Phone (440) 842-2218 Fax (440) 842-0802

cleveland.plso.com Apr 2012 8



cleveland.plso.com
cleveland.plso.com/pdf/12-04-attach1.pdf
http://www.robertssurveying.com

Cleveland Surveying News

Delegate Report (fromPage 8)

Inter-Association Delegates -
— C.E.A.O. — No Report
- 0O.D.O.T. — no Report

— State Board — Director Gilpin reported their next meeting will be March 15". After discussion, motion carried
to co-fund the refreshments for the Certificate Ceremony with a $300 contribution.

- 0.G.R.I.P. = No Report
Committee Reports —

-~ P.A.C. — Current balance = $3,198.35. The Auction at the Annual Conference brought in $1,037 which is
less than half of last year’s take.

— Standards — No Report

— State Line — No Report

— Historic — No Report

— Newsletter — O.S.N. in process. Printing on March 19th.

- N.S.P.S. Governor — The merger with A.C.S.M. may fail if the details are not ironed out by the end of April.
American Association for Geodetic Surveying, (A.A.G.S.) and Geodetic & Land Information Society,
(G.L.L.S.), have 2/3 of the vote and they have yet to come to terms on the disposition of the facilities and
properties of A.C.S.M. N.S.P.S. will continue to try to resolve the issues.

— March 18th Begins National Surveyor’'s Week. All are asked to post any interesting Surveying experience or
field observations.

— Discussions are on-going to possibly lower the membership fees in an effort to increase N.S.P.S.
membership.

— Trig*Star deadline has been extended to May 1st.
— C.S.T. Coordinator — No Report

Standing Committees —

— Program —

-2012 Annual Conference is reporting $16,000 in net revenues with all bills paid and $3000 already paid to
the Host Chapter.

—2013 committees are moving along on schedule.
—2014 committee will meet in Cleveland sometime in April or May.

—Outside of the Conferences, the Surveyors Refresher Courses are experiencing low attendance. The
instructors do not want to travel outside of Columbus to teach the three-day class. At meeting in April will
discuss options. Possibly an on-line study guide or a one day review.

~Workshops — U.R.I.S.A. Partnership with the P.L.S.0. CPD workshop on “Standardized Data Sets for
Land Records” on Wednesday, May 9th. (See flyer in this Newsletter click to download).

— Membership — No Report

— Inter-professional Affairs — No Report

— Education — No Report

— Legislation — Director Gilpin reported that H.B. 32 passed the Senate
- Finance — No Report

- Past Presidents Council — No Report

— Scholarship — No Report

— Scholarship Fund Board — Roberts Akins discussed the raffle of the collector’s Limited edition 22-caliber
“Henry’” rifle.

— Fundraising — Scholarship balance is $77,557.13 and earned $2,664 at the Conference Auction. The
P.A.C. balance is $3,198.35 and earned $1,037 at the Auction.

— Communications Committee — No change of the new Logo issue

(Cont'd on Page 11)
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Leica Viva GNSS RTK Rover
Always know you're right.

If there's any job that requires absolute accuracy, it's yours.

Other GNSS equipment looks similar on the outside but none can

match the precision and performance of the Leica Viva GNSS RTK Rover.

Make no mistake - you can't go wrong with Leica Viva.

Visit www.leica-geosystems.us/right-time
or contact your local Leica Geosystems
representative for more information:

Alex Cherchian

C. 614-264-6722

Email: alex.cherchian@leicaus.com

RIGHT TIME ToTRADE-IN

P' REOEMSORTSI=ON

= Save $7,600 per Dual-Frequency GNSS Receiver
or Total Station unit traded in for a new Leica Viva
GNSS RTK Rover System.

= Any Dual-Frequency Receiver accepted, and any robotic,

motorized or manual Total Station, from any brand.
That's rignt -any brand.

All trade-in equipment must be less than 10 years old, in working

condition and received within 30 days of ordering a new Leica Viva
GNSS RTK Rover System.Offer ends 03/31/2012.

Join Leica
Geosystems
for Hexagon 2012

HEXAGON 2012 | 4-7 JUNE 2012

THINK FORWARD LAS VEGAS, NEVADA, USA

www.hexagonconference.com/geo
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Delegate Report (fromPage 9)

— Management review — No Report

Chapter Delegates Reports —

Notable discussion ensued from the Tuscarawas delegate Dave Bodo. The Oil and Gas companies working in

Southeastern and Eastern Ohio are bringing in dozens of out-of-state surveyors to perform construction staking,
topographic, alignment and other forms of site developmental work related to the Utica Shale drilling operations.
Additionally, pipeline easement descriptions are being prepared with little regard for property rights and virtually

no physical tie-downs to property boundaries.

After much discussion, a motion was passed to have the Standards Committee meet to draft language for
easements. At the April meeting, the agenda will carry discussion of the language and possibly move it to the

Legislative Committee for a draft of a “White Paper”.
President Elect’s Report — No Report.
P.L.S.O. Staff Report —

— Continued work on Drop List. Should be emailed week of March 12".

— Outstanding exhibit package on display at the State House for Surveyor’'s Week, thanks to Dean Ringle.
— Director’s staff in putting together updated “New Member” packets.

- Revised payment plan for annual dues will be drafted and reviewed at the next meeting.

President’s Report — No report.
Adjourned 8:56 PM
See attachments on page 17.

Thomas Snezek, P.S.
Chapter Delegate

Random Lines
by John Dailey, P.S.

The Certification Trap

One of the nice things about being retired is having the
opportunity to make a pest of myself. A local gas utility is
in the process of laying new gas lines in my neighbor-
hood. | watched as they marked out all of the utility loca-
tions and the service connections. | had the opportunity
to witness their directional boring (rather than open cut
trenching) and their preparations for that boring. Being a
one-time gas company employee, | informed the job su-
perintendent that | was his worst nightmare: a side walk
superintendent that knew what they were doing. Every-
thing was moving along reasonably until last night when
the directional boring machine happened to hit a water
line in the street that was not located or marked out on
the ground. That would not be too bad of a situation ex-
cept that this was a 30 inch diameter water line that did
not show up on the plans. How inthe h_ _ _ could you
miss a 30 inch water line? To put it bluntly, someone
blew it, most likely the researcher. | have to presume
that someone called O.U.P.S. and made a request for
the location of “all utilities”. There is another company
on site marking the locations so | don’t know where the
responsibility lies.

Back in the old days (when | was
still working for a living) | know
that there was always a problem
in getting the locations of under-
ground utilities. Before O.U.P.S.,
(in the really old days) you had to
contact each utility individually
which was time consuming but
often more effective. You had the
opportunity to develop a relation-
ship with the person responsible
for generating the information
that you required and this often
paid off in better service. With the birth of O.U.P.S. it
was supposed to be easier and more efficient to make
only one call. Well, sometimes it was, but their response
time began to lag unless you were immediately ready to
dig. The rules changed and any ground penetration re-
quired a call and that included setting iron pins and pos-
sibly even stakes.

John Dailey, P.S.

When we as Surveyors are doing topographic and loca-
tion surveys for land and site development, it is always a
“crap shoot” as to what was hiding underground.
0.U.P.S and the utilities were hesitant to give out that
information for “just a design project.” Then 9/11 came
along and things got progressively worse. Utility security
became a major issue.

(Cont'd on Page 12)

cleveland.plso.com
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Random Lines (from Page 11)

We Surveyors. as the first ones on the site, have the re-
sponsibility of locating everything. We could legitimately
only show what was visible on the surface, such as man-
holes, catch basins and valve boxes. You could not
“guarantee” how all this connected underground and over
the years this caused certain problems.

One of the larger problems comes with certifications pre-
sented to us by clients, attorneys and title companies.
They often requested us to “certify” that “all utilities were
shown” and that their locations were “accurate and cor-
rect.” From a liability stand point, this is a mine field.

We have all received a certification prepared by the lend-
er’s attorney asking us to certify to almost everything in
the world. How often have you been asked to certify that
there has never been a cemetery on the site, or that this
site has never been used as a dump area or, my favorite,
that there is no hazardous material on the site. | don’t
know about you, but | am not licensed to do subterranean
investigation or to identify “hazardous material.” | cannot
and will not dig up the entire site looking for bodies, take
test bores to look for unnatural fill material or try to decide
what is “hazardous.”

You could take the easy (as far as the client is con-
cerned) way out and sign something, even if you are not

Everything for Jobsite Acairacy.

Call your nearest GeoShack Sales
Specialist today - and get the right
product to increase your productivity,
efficiency and accuracy!

Free app for your phone: http://getneoreader.com

883 Hampshire Road, Suite J Stow OH 44224
(330) 923-4GPS (4477) » (800) 527-3762 Toll Free
www.geoshack.com

comfortable with it. But this could present you with some
very interesting problems. First, the client/attorneyl/title
company recognizes that they own you and can dictate
their conditions to you. Second, your liability carrier will
hate you (or drop you) for being a fool for taking on more
liability than you should. And third, you take the chance of
losing everything you have ever worked for such as
home, business and possessions. That would make your
spouse really happy.

Always keep mind that you can only certify to facts abso-
lutely known to you, not to opinion or to someone else’s
information. When you put your name and seal on the
line, you are informing the world that they can rely on
your work. That certification is your guarantee, your sol-
emn word, that your work can be trusted. Your business,
your assets and your reputation are riding on that certifi-
cation. Exercise it wisely.

Mind your research. Look, look, look then look again.
Make sure that you have everything covered, especially
your behind. Be very cautious of the utilities you are
showing. What you show and what you do not show
could be a problem.

John Dailey. P.S., Past
jdaileye@sbcglobal.net
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Trig*Star

This year we have St. Edward’s High School in Lakewood taking the Trig*Star competition test on April 2.
A big thanks goes out to Peter D. Zwick for getting a math class to take the test. This is how we need to
get things accomplished in the future. Many members doing what they can, where they can. If you have
a child that will be studying trigopnometry next year, consider talking with the teacher about the Trig*Star
competition. There are monetary amounts from our chapter for the teacher and the high scoring student
for each class that takes the test.

We will recognize the teacher and student at our Education Appreciation social meeting on June 7.

CPD Seminar Review March 1, 2012

To Disclaim or not to Disclaim presented by David Harvey of Harvey, Abens, losue Co. LPA

The well attended March 1, 2012 Cleveland
Chapter Seminar meeting was presented by David Har-
vey and Jeremy losue of Harvey, Abens, losue Co. at-
torneys. You may remember David Harvey if you attend-
ed the 2011 Conference. This seminar was titled “To Dis-
claim or Not To Disclaim” and concentrated on survey .
notes and how defendable these may be during the litiga-
tion process. Quite a few enlightening revelations when
described from the viewpoint of attorneys. Surveyors will
often be pulled into litigation when lawsuits are filed nam-
ing all the parties involved in a project. The cost can run into the thousands of dollars just to be eliminated from
a case that involves the quality of a new construction project. Arguments can also be made regarding breach of
contract with your client, violating the Code of Ethics or a failure to protect the interest of the public. You also
have to be able to prove that you have reasonably adhered to the standards of practice of surveyors in your ar-
ea of Ohio.

David and Jeremy can be reached at 440-816-1470 at their office in Berea if you have further need of
their services. www.harvlaw.com

Cleveland Chapter of PLSO

Sep 6 Seminar Meeting
2012 Calendar Sep 14 PLSO Executive Meeting

Sep 17 Chapter Executive Meeting

Apr 12 Social Dinner Meeting with speaker Sep 21 Cleveland Surveying News deadline
Apr 13 PLSO Executive Meeting

Apr 16 Chapter Executive Meeting Oct4  Social Dinner Meeting

Apr 20 Cleveland Surveying News deadline Oct 11 PLSO Executive Meeting

Apr 27 Scholarship Submission Deadline Oct 15 Chapter Executive Meeting

Oct 19 Cleveland Surveying News deadline
May 3 Seminar Meeting

May 11 PLSO Executive Meeting Nov1 Seminar Meeting

May 14 Chapter Executive Meeting . Nov9 PLSO Executive Meeting

May 23 Cleveland Surveying News deadine Nov 12 Chapter Executive Meeting

Jun 7  Education Appreciation dinner Dec 14 PLSO Executive Meeting (if needed)
Jun 22 William J. Haas Memorial Golf Dec 17 Chapter Executive Meeting (if needed)

Dec 19 Cleveland Surveying News deadline

Jul13  PLSO Executive Meeting Chapter Executive Meetings are 6 p.m. at Cuyahoga

County Engineer's Test lab Facilities, 2433 Superior
Viaduct, Cleveland and are open to all Chapter
members who want to attend.

Aug 13 Chapter Executive Meeting
Aug 17 Cleveland Surveying News deadline
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Executive Committee
Meeting Highlights March 12, 2012

Panera Bread, 5090 Tiedeman Road, Brooklyn, OH

In attendance: Robert Hoy, Michael Ackerman, Tim Feller, George Hofmann, Tom
Snezek, and Jack Hoy.

Treasury: President Hoy gave Tim an extra post office box key.
Chapter Delegate:
- Trig-Star deadline has been extended to May 1, 2012. ?
- H.B. 32 has passed the Senate. Michael Ackerman

Secretary

Standing Committees
Membership: We are currently looking for a new committee chair.
Website: Dino Lustri recommended we get Kevin Grigsby on an hourly rate for performing website
updates when we are unable to.
Program Selection Seminar: We are currently looking for a new committee chair.
Program Selection Social: Jack Hoy will chair the Social Committee. The April meeting will cost $25
for ¥2 hour PDH and dinner.
Trig*Star: 1 school has shown interest in giving the test
Scholarship: We have extended our deadline to April 27, 2012.

Old Business: Dino suggested going public with the new website and the online survey database.

New Business:
- A minutes motion archive with the format of “year/month/day/number: motion” will be created.
- Non-member end of year seminar suggested.

Cover Story

| surveyed a property on Cleveland’s west side last summer. A line dispute where the adjacent property al-
ready had been surveyed. Both lots were in the same subdivision. The rear line was a subdivision line be-
tween two subdivisions, each surveyed by different survey companies. The south end of the subdivisions
was a side street. The subdivision my client’s lot was in called for a stone on the centerline of this street.
The other subdivision, which was four years younger, had no mention of the centerline stone but called for a
stone on the right-of-way. When | walked over there with a pin finder and shovel, there was no monument
box on the centerline and not a peep out of the locater. On the right-of-way there was a relatively new
capped pin. | thought that at least | had something to tie into my survey and started to walk away.

Remembering a story | heard from someone who worked with me once | stopped in my tracks. This person
had worked for a company that had a standing policy: when surveying a lot in a subdivision, where good
monumentation was nearby, they did not look for existing survey points on the property they were surveying.
The name and number on the cap didn’t match the company in the story but | probed the ground around the
pin anyway for good measure. The photo tells much of the rest of the story except that it doesn’t clearly
show that the pin was bent about 0.1’ toward the hole in the stone. Obviously, the crew that set the pin hit
the stone and moved the pin over until they could get it in the ground, bending it back into the “correct” posi-
tion.

I’'m continually reminded of the knowledge passed on to me by good surveyors I've met during my career.
Charlie Neff once told me that you do all the research possible because “The surveyor who does the best
research, wins.” | would bet that the survey company that set the pin next to the stone did not give their
crew the plat of the subdivision adjoining the one they were surveying. | pixilated the name and number on
the cap. The next time | see him, I'll let him know it was his survey.

- Cover Photographer
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Executive Committee
Meeting Minutes  January 16, 2012

IMAGINIT, 8001 Sweet Valley Drive, Valley View, Ohio

Meeting called to order at 6:25 pm.

In attendance: Dino Lustri, Robert Hoy, Michael Ackerman, John Bischof, Michael
Straub, Scott Casey, George Hofmann, Tom Snezek, Louise Veverka and Tim
Feller.

Michael Ackerman
Secretary’s minutes: Executive Committee meeting minutes from November 14 Secretary

accepted as submitted.
Treasury: John Bischof submitted the December budget. Acceptance of budget is subject to review.

Chapter Delegate:
— Tom Snezek read the report from the January 2012 meeting.
- Jack McFadden has been approved as a Life Member.
- It was stated NSPS members may get a discount on errors and omission insurance.
- The donation of plso.com to the State Chapter was appreciated. As a result President Lustri will be
honored.

Communication:
- Robert Hoy announced the newsletter deadline will be Wednesday January 18, 2012.
— At this time we will not increase the cost to advertise in the newsletter.
- Dino and Robert will continue to update the website.
— The location for the Executive Committee meetings may change for the next year.

Education: No report.

Membership: MOTION PASSED for the recognition of all Cleveland Chapter Life Members at the
June social meeting. The expenses for said member and one guest to be paid for by the
Cleveland Chapter.

Program: The Annual Meeting is Thursday January 26, 2012 at the 100" Bomb Group Restaurant.

Old Business:
- Kevin Grigsby has received partial payment for his work on the website.
- Transfer of the website domain to the chapter from President Dino will be tabled until the next
meeting.
— The survey education document will be tabled until the next meeting.
- Changes to the golf outing will be tabled until the next meeting.

New Business:
— MOTION PASSED to donate $150 to the 2012 Annual Conference for the benefit / auction.
- There was a discussion about the decline in membership participation and how it influenced the
current changes in the chapter constitution.

Meeting adjourned at 8:23 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Michael Ackerman
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| Rhode Island Society
of Professional Land Surveyors

410 Tiogue Avenue
Coventry, Rl 02816

03-02-2012

ATTN: Professional Surveying Society

RE: RISPLS Petition for the Removal of “Engineering Surveys”
from the NCEES Model Law

Greetings:

The Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors (RISPLS}has sent a Petition to the National
Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) asking for the removal of the term “Engineering
Surveys” and following definition from the NCEES Model Laws found at Chapter 110.20 Definitions, Section
A, Paragraph 5: “Engineering Surveys” 1o include all survey activities required to support the sound
canception, planning, design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects but exclude the
surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easements, and the
dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.” .

The Petition was received by NCEES President Dale A, Jans, P.E. and referred to the NCEES Advisory
Comunittee on Council Activities(ACCA) for study and recommendations for any action deemed
appropriate. :

A letter of support endorsing the said petition by your Professional Society would stress the
importance of this issue and add significantly to the consideration the Advisory Committee on Council

Activities(ACCA) would give to this matter.

Supporting documents referencing this petition can be found on the RISPLS Website:
http://www.rispls.org/NCEESEngineeringSurveyPetiton.html :
Thank you for your support and consideration in this matter.

Respectfully,

Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors (RISPLS)
RISPLS President

Edward J. OBrien, PLS
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Rhode Island Society
of Professional Land Surveyors

410 Tiogue Avenue
Coventry, Rl 02816

22 August 2011

National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying
NCEES

P.0. Box 1686

280 Seneca Creek Rd.

Clemson, SC 29633

ATTN: Jerry Carter, Executive Director

RE: RISPLS Petition for the Removal of “Engineering Surveys”
from the NCEES Model Law

The Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors (RISPLS) petition the National Council of
Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) for the removal of the term “Engineering Surveys” and
following definition from the NCEES Model Laws found at Chapter 110.20 Definitions, Section A,
Paragraph 5: “Engineering Surveys " to include all survey activities reguired to support the sound
conception, planning, design, construction, maintenance, and operation of engineered projects but exclude
the surveying of real property for the establishment of land boundaries, rights-of-way, easements, and the
dependent or independent surveys or resurveys of the public land survey system.” .

The Term “Engineering Surveys” is the result of compromises made at a time when licensure for the two
professions, Engineering and Surveying, were deemed to have a professional expertise in a body of
knowledge so substantially different as to require separate licensure. A deal struck in the days of transit and
tapes, before the onset of the modern technology and continuing education requirements. “Engineering
Surveys” is a term that may have been appropriate at the time of its inception, but that no longer holds true.
Surveying and Engineering share a common history of knowledge in physics, math, science and law, much
the same as a Dentist shares a common history with the Barber, yet we would not consider going to a Barber
Shop to get a filling repaired or a dental cleaning. The inclusion of “Engineering Surveys” in the NCEES
Meodel Laws is tantamount to an acknowledgement that the unlicensed practice of surveying by engineers is
acceptable to the NCEES.

Rhode Island Engineers have recently tried to add the NCEES Model Law definition of “Engineering
Surveys” to the definition of engineering in the state statutes of Rhode Island. We were informed that the
legislators, not knowing the intricacies of the two professions, look favorably upon Model Laws to guide
them. RISPLS finds this unfortunate and believes the NCEES Model Law definition does not reflect the
current state of affairs between the two distinct and different professions. The use of the term has become
problematic. New Mexico has successfully had the term removed from their state statutes, and brought forth
many arguments that we would like to echo.

Increasingly, it is recognized that surveying is a separate and distinct profession from engineering. Surveying

is evolving into an increasingly complex body of knowledge the application of which requires ever
1of4
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increasing levels of education and experience. Surveying curriculums at many, if not most educational
_institutions offering associate, bachelors, and advanced dcgrces are designed to address this increasing
. .complexity not only in boundary considerations, but also in “non-boundary” definitions of surveying,
- including geodetic and plane surveying, topographic map prcparatton project control and other components :
for survey construction staking.

Most of these courses are mandatory for surveying students. This curriculum is a recognition that it is
necessary to rigorously prepare the surveying student for the demands that they will encounter in their
professional life. e

Conversely, many, if not most engineering curriculums, no longer require their students to immerse
themselves in surveying subject matter, as was once the case. Yet, most civil engineers feel fully qualified to
engage in surveying activities even though the components of experience, education, and examination are
missing from their background. Courses that are mandatory for surveying majors are electives for

- engineering majors who often decline to avail themselves of the opportunity.

Surveying is a profession that requires a specialized body of knowledge to be competently executed.
Competency is acquired by the three “E” tenets of professionalism: education, experience, and examination.
It is only through the rigorous application of all of these three factors that one can be considered proficient
enough to provide service to the public in their area of expertise. A forth “E” can be added to the list
Enforcement of the three “E”s.

Rhode Island is a state where the Continuing Education is required for surveyors and the Engineers have no
equivalent requirement. Most states have a “Minimum Survey Standards” that govern the performance of
surveys. Because the definition of “Engineering Surveys” falls under the realm of the engineer’s body of
enforcement they are not subject to the states “Minimum Survey Standards”, creating a quagmire of
enforcements issues when “Engineering Surveys™ are not performed and executed properly. “Engineering
Surveys” may work in states where there are Combined Boards of Registration, but the judicial enforcement
is severely hampered when the boards powers are politically skewed by having more Engineers than
Surveyors for the enforcement of professional standards and regulations.

The NCEES Model Law, as stated in its introduction, is a guide designed to “provide greater uniformity of
qualifications for licensure, to raise these qualifications to a higher level of accomplishment, and to simplify
the interstate licensure of engineers and surveyors or land surveyors.”

In doing so, a common set of standards is provided to NCEES Member Boards that represent “optimum,
realistic levels of qualifications for initial and subsequent licensure to ensure protection of the public’s
interest.” Yet the Model Law, as currently written, fails in this duty in one very important aspect,
specifically, by inclusion of the term “engineering surveys” in the definition of the practice of engineering. In
doing so, the Model Law provides for unlicensed practice of surveying by engineers thereby placing the very
public which the NCEES and its member boards are charged to protect, at risk.

The NCEES Model Law “Engineering Surveys” is in direct conflict with the NCEES Mode! Rules[Sec-210-
25] Inclusions and Exclusions to the Practice of Surveying.

The Model Rules clearly and thoughtfully define Land Surveying activities and although generally applied to
GIS, Photogrametery, LIDAR etc. [Sec-210-25] does not exclude Engineers or “Engineering Surveys” and
should be equally applied to them also.

The Model Rules NCEES [Sec-210-25] Inclusions and Exclusions to the Practice of Land Surveying is the

combined wisdom of the document created by the NCEES Task Force Committee comprised of members

ASPRS, MAPPS, ASCE, ASPRS, URISA, NSGIC, and UCGIS, that met some 32 times by teleconference

and devoted some 650 Professional hours into its creation. The section is broad enough to allow engineers to
2 of 4
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do what they want and need to do, until a survey activity becomes “Authoritative” in nature. The Surveyor
has purview over the “Authoritative” jurisdiction.

Activities that: must'be'acco'mp'lished under the responsible charge of a Professional Surveyor or Land -
Surveyor (unless specifically exempted in Section B. below) include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. The creation of maps and geo-referenced databases representing autheritative locations for
boundaries, the location of fixed works, or topography, by either terrestrial surveying methods,
photogrammetric or GPS locations. This includes maps and georeferenced databases prepared by any
person, firm, or government agency where that data is provided to the public as a survey product.

2. Original data acquisition, or the resolution of conflicts between muitiple data sources, when used for

the_authoritative location of features within the following data themes: geodetic control,

orthoimagery, elevation and bathymetry, fixed works, government boundaries, and cadastral
information.

Certification of positional accuracy of maps or measured survey data,

Measurement, adjustment, and authoritative interpretation of raw survey data,

5. GIS-based parcel or cadastral mapping used for authoritative boundary definition purposes wherein
land title or development rights for individual parcels are, or may be affected.

6. Interpretation of maps, deeds, or other land title documents to resolve conflicting data elements
within cadastral documents of record.

7. Acquisition of field data required to authoritatively position fixed works or cadastral data to
geodetic control.

8. Adjustment or transformation of cadastral data to improve the positional accuracy of the parcel
layer(s) with respect to the geodetic control layer within a GIS for purposes of afﬁrmmg positional
accuracy.

Sl

The Model Law’s “Engineering Surveys” undermines the above section [Sec-210-25] by not being an
exempted practice and by allowing Engineers to do anything on the above list that MUST be accomplished
under the responsible charge of a Professional Surveyor.

The NCEES Model Rules [Sec-210-25] Inclusions and Exclusions to the Practice of Surveying is the
bellwether test as to the dividing line between when Surveying and other activities that appear to be
crossovers; whether they be of an Engineering or GIS nature.

If the “inspections of construction for the purpose of determining in general if the work is proceeding in
compliance with drawings and specifications” is “incidental” and therefore not “Authoritative” then there
is not a problem with engineers doing these activities by definition.

One only need look at some of the aspects of the American Society of Civil Engineers’ (ASCE) definition of
engineering surveys to note how encompassing the subject activities are:

o The preparation of survey and related mapping specifications;

o Execution of photogrammetric and field surveys for the collection of required data, including

topographic and hydrographic data;

Calculation, reduction and plotting of survey data for use in engineering design;

Design and provision of horizontal and vertical control survey networks,;

Provision of line and grade and other layout work for construction and mining activities;

Execution and certification of quality control spatial measurements during construction;

Monitoring of ground and structural stability, including alignment observations, settlement levels,

and related reports and certifications;

o Measurement of material and other quantities for inventory, economic assessment and cost
accounting purposes;

3of4
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» - Execution of as-built surveys and preparation of related maps and plans and profiles upon
completion of construction; and

Analysis of errors and tolerances associated with the measurement, field layout and mapping or other plots
of survey measurement required in support of engineering projects.

- While some parts relate specifically to civil engineering, the majority of the above activities are surveying
functions found in traditional definitions of surveying in many states. In reality, when an engineer performs
any of the above activities they are engaged in the unlicensed practice of surveying. '

It is widely acknowledged that engineering disciplines continue to splinter with at least 16 sub disciplines.
Specialization within each sub-discipline requires specific education and experience. Why then should all
aspects of surveying with the exception of boundary, be considered as part of the purview of engineering
including civil engineering?

This issue is articulated in an ACSE policy statement number 333 that states in part:

A number of recent developments have created some confusion with respect to the role of civil engineers in
the practice of surveying. These developments have included:

*  The development of land surveying as a profession separate and distinct from civil engineering;

*  The development of separate curricula and degrees at certain universities in support of land
surveying as a separate profession;

o The reduced number of courses in surveying within civil engineering curricula; and,

*  The development of disputes before state registration boards concerning the right of civil engineers
to practice surveying, given separate registration for the practice of land surveying.

Engineering surveying may be regarded as a specialty within the broader professional practice of
engineering and, with the exception of boundary, vight of way, or other cadastral surveying, includes all
surveying and mapping activities required to support the sound conception, planning, design, construction,
maintenance and operation of engineered projects. Engineering surveying does not include surveys for the
retracement of existing land ownership boundaries or the creation of new boundaries.

Engineering surveying or the engineering surveyor needs to be recognized as a as a specialty requiring
specific education, experience, and examination. Simply claiming to be-able to perform such activities by
virtue of being a civil engineer does not recognize the reality of the situation. The NCEES Model Law makes
no provision for this distinction and must be changed to reflect the current professional environment.

Therefore for all of the above reasons given, Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors (RISPLS)
formally petition the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (NCEES) for the
removal of the term “Engineering Surveys” and the definition that follows it from the NCEES Model Laws

found at Chapter 110.20 Definitions, Section A, Paragraph 5.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rhode Island Society of Professional Land Surveyors (RISPLS)

ow-22-Zoll

RISPLS President
Edward J. OBrien, PLS
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PLSO/ Ohio Chapter of URISA Partnership CPD Workshop

Standardized Data Sets for Land Records
Presented by: Nancy von Meyer, PLS, PE, GISP

Wednesday, May 9, 2012
8:30 am - 2:30 pm
Ohio Department of Transportation Auditorium
1980West Broad St., Columbus, OH

" The Professional Land Surveyors of Ohio, Inc., in cooperation with the Ohio Chapter of URISA (Urban and Re-
¢ gional Information Systems Association) is offering the following one-day CPD course for Ohio's Surveyors and
¢ GIS professionals on Wednesday, May 9 in Columbus. Please see the next page for the session description and

! presenter information. Total Continuing Professional Development hours for the day will be 4. NOTE: Session
handouts will be available electronically prior to the workshop, and will NOT be printed. :
Program Schedule:

OO CHAPTER

+ 8:30 -9:00 am Registration
i 9:00—9:15 am Welcome and Infroductions

i 9:15—9:45 am Standards Overview (30 minutes)

¢ 9:45-10:30am Land Records Data Concepts (45 minutes)

! 10:30 — 10:45 am BREAK

: 10:45 - 12:15pm Standardized Puplication Cadastral Data Sets (90 minutes)

12:15 - 1:15 pm Lunch (on your own in the ODOT Cafeteria—generally less than $10)
1:165-2:00 pm Cadastral Data Maintenance (Production Data Sets) (45 minutes)
2:00 - 2:30 pm Data Stewardship and Publication Data (30 minutes)

2:30 pm Wrap up and dismiss

Registration Information: (NOTE THE SPECIAL ONE-TIME RATE FOR THIS WORKSHOP!)
(registration includes session and CPD Certificate ONLY—all food is ON YOUR OWN)

Cost: PLSO Member = $25 (only $6.25 per credit hour!)
Non-Member = $50 (only $12.50 per credit hour!)
Registration Deadline is Friday, May 4, 2012.

i (You may also register ONLINE at www.ohiosurveyor.orq from the link on the “Education” page.)
" Name PLSO Member? Yes No

: City State Zip
| Phone email

Credit Card Payments: (accepted for Visa, MasterCard and Discover only)

i Card Number

Expiration Date Security Code Billing Zip Code
! Cardholder Name
: Cardholder Signature

Payment may be made by credit card or check payable to PLSO Inc.. Government entities please call in advance fo arrange PQ's and invoicing.

Return completed registration form with payment to: Registration forms may be faxed to: 614-761-2317
) or may be scanned and E-mailed to: plso@ohiosurveyor.org
Professional Land Surveyors of Chio, inc. :
6465 Reflections Drive, Suite 100 Questions? Call PLSO for more information!

Dublin, OH 43017 Phone: 614-761-2313
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Session Description

Standardized Data Sets for Land Records

Standardized data sets for land records will review available national data standards that apply to land records system
management and discuss the implementation of these standards for data producers and consumers. There are many
types: of standards ranging from field observations and procedures (methods and procedures) to data management
(automation and maintenance); to publication (access and distribution). An overview of the types of standards and how
these play into local land records will be discussed. Each of the type of standard will be discussed with sample data
from Southeastern Ohio. '

The review of data sets will start with the publication data sets, which are the data sets that consumers and decision
support systems use, that are created from the production data sets. Publication Data Sets are standardized data sets
that are created on a periodic basis and provided for data consumers. Multiple departments, sofiware systems and pro-
grams may be employed for production. The publication data combines and synchronizes data to create a standard
data set optimize for publication, distribution-and use.

The Cadastral Framework, which is the control and structure for parcel information, includes standardized Public Land
Survey System (PLSS) and other survey systems. Parcel data is referenced to the cadastral framework. In Ohio a
standardized statewide PLSS data set generated through the Application Ohio Geospatial Data Partnership (AODGP)
cadastral project. This standardized data will be reviewed along with related parcel data from the AOGDP project.

Maintenance and data stewardship are important activities to sustain and maintain the cadastral data. Strategies for
stewardship and maintenance of the PLSS and parcel data will be discussed.

1. Standards Overview - 30 minutes
-Standard Taxonomy Review - Discussion of the types of standards and the use and application of standards in

the land records data life cycle.

2. Land Records Data Concepts - 45 minutes )
Authoritative and Trusted Data - Surveyors, Assessors, Auditors and GIS
Production and Publication Data
Components of Cadastral Data - Control, Framework, Documents and Assessment

3. Standardized Publication Cadastral Data Sets - 90 minutes
PLSS and Survey Areas in Chio
Parcel Data
Related Data (Address points, roads, zoning)

4, Cadastral Data Maintenance (Production Data Sets) - 45 minutes
Adding Control
Vertical Integration
Currency and Synchronization

5. Data Stewardship and Publication Data - 30 minutes
Version and Vintage
Publication and Access

6. Wrap up and Conclusion

Presenter Biography

Nancy von Mever, PLS, PE, GISP, is vice president of Fairview industries, Inc., specializing in developing
land records information systems and developing sustainable partnerships and collaborations for shared data
stewardship. Dr. von Meyer is a nationally recognized leader in land records and use of cadastral information
for decision support. She has been at Fairview Industries since 1983 and has over 25 years of GIS system
design and implementation experience. Her efforts have been applied in the areas of wildland fire manage-
ment, local land use planning and management, energy, and economic analysis. Results of her projects have
been presented to senior industry executives, U.S. Cabinet Department Secretaries, and are referenced in
Congressional Research Reports. She has a B.S. in mining engineering and geology, and an MS and PhD in
.| civil engineering.
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