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I'd like to take the time to showcase on-line features of the Cleveland 
Surveying News PDF files and our website.   
 
Every email address in this document is a hyperlink. Click on an 
address and it will bring up your default email program with a new 
message having the To: and Subject: lines already filled out 
accordingly.  This includes the officers' email addresses listed below 
that may appear very small and difficult to read. 
 
If you only use our website, www.plso.com, for reading the newsletter 
I recommend you see what else it has. The About the Chapter page 
has a Chapter history along with a full list of past Presidents and 
Surveyor of the Year recipients. The Contact Us page has officer 
photos so you'll know who we are at Chapter meetings, along with the 
Chapter Constitution and Officer Handbook available for downloading. 
There's even ways to nominate Chapter members for awards and 
officer positions. 
 
Robert Krause has put together a top notch Chapter website and I 
hope you get the use out of it that I do. It's a great source to direct 
possible new PLSO members to. 
 
      Robert Hoy 
      CSN Editor 
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Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 President's Message 

One of our Cleveland members, Kathleen McGervey, P.S., P.E., is something of a 
celebrity after being interviewed on National Public Radio from the floor of the 
Republican Convention in Minneapolis.   (Audio can be heard at this link starting at 
00:36 seconds: http://www.wcpn.org/index.php/WCPN/news/14242/) Her remarks 
were cogent and insightful (despite forgetting to plug PLSO).   The point is that it 
would behoove us surveyors to follow her example and engage the political 
process, seek appointment to local boards and commissions, and elevate our 
profession by getting out there and being more visible to the public.   Our public 
image certainly could use the boost, and it’s up to us to take it to the next level.   
Several of our Chapter members have long served as planning commissioners, 
zoning board members, elected officials and community leaders – we thank them 
for their service and for their professionalism. 
 
Looking beyond the Oct. 2nd and Nov. 6th CPD dinner meetings, next year we plan to offer the first three 
seminars on March 5th, April 2nd and May 7th in 2009, so please reserve those dates.   At this time, I am 
not at liberty to leak the particulars, but Tim Feller has lined up some boffo speakers, and we may 
reprise the very popular Panel Discussion format in May.   As far as we know, Cleveland PLSO offers 
the least expensive PDH’s available anywhere, and you get to dine with some great folks in the deal. 
 
Speaking of the 15 PDH’s that are required each year, it has recently been reported to PLSO that the 
State Board of Registration has begun to audit surveyors for compliance with its continuing education 
regulations.   They are looking for certificates to document the minimum number of hours, and are 
enforcing this quite stringently.   Reportedly, they have also charged falsification of license renewal 
application in the cases where certificate documentation is lacking.    Disciplinary action is required for 
these cases, so  avoid this situation at all costs.   You can earn 2 ½ more hours yet this year by calling 
Tim Feller before Oct. 2nd. 
 
This is the last call for candidates for new Chapter Trustees for 2009.   Don’t be intimidated by the fancy-
sounding title, because we need people just like you to volunteer.   Please immediately contact the 
president, past-president or president-elect if you are interested. 
  
         Peter D. Zwick. P.S., P.E. 

 

  Peter Zwick 
Chapter 

President 

I would like to start off by thanking all of those past and current members of this 
chapter that have dedicated a portion of their time to see that this chapter not only 
continues to exist, but also grows. The intent of this organization is not only to give 
our local surveyors a collective voice in our profession but also to give back to the 
surveying community. This chapter is one we should all be proud of. I know I never 
recognized my pride until I actually became involved. Having the opportunity to 
debate current surveying issues with other members has not only given me new 
friends but also a wealth of information and confidence when it comes to our 
profession. 
 
The key to keeping this chapter moving forward is you! Fortunately there is an 
opportunity for a rare few to get on board and be on the front line of helping mold 
the future of our chapter! Call me now 440-585-9800 before you let it get by. 
Officers of the chapter are entitled to 2 CPD credits per year. 

Timothy Feller 
President-Elect 

President-Elect's Message 

http://www.wcpn.org/index.php/WCPN/news/14242/
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Thursday October 2, 2008 

September  Seminar Meeting 

Marriott Hotel 
4277 West 150th St. Cleveland 
 

FREE PARKING 

Speaker 
Sergeant Jeff Stanscyk from the 
Cleveland Police Dept.  
 

Topic 
“Surveying Precautions in 
Urban Areas”  -   1 CPD Hour 
 

Also, Paul Dinan & Dean Frederick 
(PLSO State President & President-
Elect), will attend and give us a 
perspective from Columbus. 
 

Schedule 
5:00 - 6:00:  Social/Registration 
6:00-6:30: Dinner 
6:30-7:30: Sergeant Jeff Stanscyk 
7:30-8:00  Paul Dinan 
 

Menu 
Chicken Marsala with vegetable & starch 
House Salad, rolls & butter 
Coffee, Iced Tea, Herbal Tea 
 

Reservations 
Contact Tim Feller by Wednesday October 1st: 
timf@mcsteen.com or 440-585-9800 

Click Here for a full Google Map 
page for the hotel 

Timothy Feller 
President-Elect 

Marriot Hotel 

Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

Price 
Members $35.00 
Non-Members $60.00 

mailto:timf@mcsteen.com?subject=PLSO%20-%20Oct.%20meeting%20reservation
http://www.aerocon.com/
http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us&resnum=0&um=1&ie=UTF-8&q=marriott+hotel+west+150+street+cleveland&fb=1&cid=0,0,18293962794084273077&sa=X&oi=local_result&resnum=1&ct=image
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Fall Technician Workshop 

Topic: Ohio Utilities Protection Service (OUPS) 
When: Monday November 10, 2008 
Time: 5:45 to 7:30 p.m. 
Location: Cuyahoga County Engineer's classroom facility 
 
What are the benefits of attending this workshop? As survey techs 
are usually involved in preparing base maps showing existing 
utility information, this workshop will be an excellent opportunity 
for them to improve the quality and accuracy of their utility base 
maps. Robert A. Papotto 

Education Trustee 

 

Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

 

Date: Monday November 10, 2008 
Time: 5:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. with Pizza and soft drinks at 5:45 
Location: Cuyahoga County Engineer’s classroom facility, 3rd floor 
N.E. corner of W. 25th St. & Detroit Ave. accessible from Vermont Ave. in Cleveland 
Click Here for a Google Map page of the workshop location. 
Cost: $30.00 
Registration Deadline: November 5, 2008 
 
Workshop Overview: 
Speaker Alice Miller from OUPS will be discussing OUPS Pre-Planning Ticket Procedures. 
Topics will include: 

What information is needed by OUPS operators for accurate locations 
Tips from OUPS Operators-common questions 
How to use the new On-Line OUPS system for Pre-Planning information 
Questions 

 
Also a representative from a utility company, possibly First Energy, will make a presentation on how to 
interpret and translate the information provided from an OUPS Pre-Planning request and how to plot the 
information as accurately as possible. 

 
Print this page, complete the form below, and mail with payment. 
(Make checks payable to Cleveland Chapter of PLSO) Mail To: Bramhall Engineering & Surveying 
                Attn: Bob Papotto - PLSO 
                801 Moore Road 
                Avon, Ohio 44011 
 
For further information call Robert Papotto 440-934-7878 
 

Name: _____________________________________  Home Phone: ___________________ 

Name: _____________________________________  Home Phone: ___________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Employer: __________________________________________________________________ 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&ie=UTF8&ll=41.491988,-81.707103&spn=0.001394,0.002111&t=h&z=19
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http://www.avatech.com/
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HIGH  GRADE  HARDWOOD  SURVEY  STAKES 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE 

 

 • TOPCON DEALER  • INSTRUMENT SALES, SERVICE & RENTAL 

 • SOKKIA DEALER  • GPS TECHNOLOGIES 

 • FIELD SUPPLIES  • FIELD EQUIPMENT 

5758 Ridge Road     Parma, Ohio 44129          Phone (440) 842-2218    Fax (440) 842-0802 

WWW.ROBERTSSURVEYING.COM 

 

(Continued on Page 8) 

Random Lines Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

As autumn comes down on us, we have to look around with a great deal of  
trepidation. The economy is in a shambles, the housing market shows no signs of 
improving in the near future, conversations with surveyors from all over the 
country show very few, if any, bright spots. In the March issue of Cleveland 
Surveying News, I talked about “Weathering Hard Times.” Well, the “hard times” 
are here, folks. Any of us who have been around this business for any length of 
time have seen all this before. These downturns usually come about every ten to 
fifteen years, but none quite so severe as this one.   
 
Where are we headed? I don’t know, but I do not think we have hit bottom yet, 
even with the federal government taking some really drastic steps to slow down 
the fall. They are gambling that an immediate infusion of cash will give the stock markets and the banks 
a little breathing room to reorganize and get their businesses back on solid ground. In 1932, Franklin D. 
Roosevelt had to close the banks for two weeks to forestall a complete collapse. He was vilified as a 
Socialist but many of the plans he put into effect are protecting us now, such F.D.I.C. that insures the 
money you have in the bank.  
 
The housing market, especially new homes is stagnant and this is driving down a lot of the economy. I 
remember standing on a new street with a developer looking at a new home nearing completion. He 
made the comment that the new house was only the tip of the iceberg. He said “no woman is going to 
move into a new house with old drapes or old carpets. They will not keep old appliances too long either. 
Then they will have to change the furniture to look as good as the new house. Then, in a few short 

John E. Dailey 

 

http://www.robertssurveying.com


 

 

8  

 

Canal Map Scans 

 

Ever perform surveying along a canal in Ohio?  
High quality scans are available through the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources via this webpage:  
http://ohiodnr.com/water/oeplats/tabid/3300/Default.aspx 
A sample of the canal maps is shown above. 
 
We have Chapter member Trevor Bixler to thank for 
this information.  Keep sending webpage links to 
the editor so we can all benefit from these 
additional surveying resources!   
 
Email the CSN Editor:  k666@cox.net 

Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

months, they will realize that their old car looks terrible in that brand new garage.” The house is only the 
tip. The housing markets drove an awful lot of other industries, not just construction. 
 
There may be an upside to this downturn/recession. Maybe people will get back in the habit of living 
within their means and not strictly on credit. They may even remember to save for what they want to 
buy, not just run for it at full tilt. 
 
In less than 40 days, we will be taking part in a very important election. You haven’t heard me talk about 
this for two years and I know some of you would miss it if I did not say something about it. 
 
We live in a representative democracy that says that we, the people, will choose the representatives 
who will serve us. I would never tell you how to vote or who to vote for. That is you part of democracy. 
Our Constitution celebrated its 219th birthday on September 18 and maybe we should all take a few 
minutes to read it and to refresh our memories of what it says. We have the opportunity every two or four 
years to have our own revolution, but we can do it with ballots, not bullets.  
 
If you do not exercise your right to perform your duty, you have no right to complain about the outcome. 
This could be the most important election in the past 40 years. Get out and do you duty. 
 
John E. Dailey 
Past 
e-mail: jdaileye@sbcglobal.net 

(Continued from Page 7) 
Random Lines 


Approximately 7,000 survey files in TIFF format on CD. 

Approximately 3,000 survey files in TIFF format on 1 
DVD or 4 CDs (Please specify which disc medium when 
ordering.) 
 
Both scans come with printed and bound index, 
provided by William J. Vondra, listing surveys by 
township then by original lot.  All proceeds of these 
donations will go towards the scholarship endeavors the 
Chapter has recently embarked upon. 
 
Note: These items can be purchased only by PLSO 
members, must be picked up at Chapter meetings only, 
and have to be ordered at least 1 week in advance. 
 
For information and ordering contact: 
Robert Hoy at 216-389-7677 or k666@cox.net 

Survey Discs 

http://ohiodnr.com/water/oeplats/tabid/3300/Default.aspx
mailto:k666@cox.net?subject=PLSO%20-%20CSN%20inquiry
mailto:jdaileye@sbcglobal.net?subject=PLSO%20-%20Random%20Lines
mailto:k666@cox.net?subject=PLSO%20-%20CSN%20Databank%20Discs
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(Continued on Page 12) 

 
  

Your software has changed. 

Your clients have new demands. 

Have you kept up? 

Your CAD software should support your 
business goals and meet your design 
needs. We can help you fit your Autodesk 
Civil 3D, Land Desktop and Map 3D        
software to your workflow – and free up 
your time to do more surveying and less 
drafting. 
  

We’ve been your source for Autodesk 
Surveying, Civil Engineering and GIS 
software for over 20 years – the right 
tools for every size survey, mapping and 
land development project.  
  

Turn to us for the training,  
implementation and technical support 
services that keep you productive.  
  

Challenge us – tell us one 
thing you don’t like about your 

software – and see if we can show 
you a better way. 

  

Offices throughout Ohio 

Phone: 216.834.8326 
Web: www.rand.com/IMAGINiT 

Email/info: LHorowitz@rand.com 

Delegate Report Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

 Executive Committee Meeting on Friday, September 19, 2008  Call to order: 6:04 p.m. 
Immediate Past President Brad Kramer was absent recovering from surgery.  All other 
Officers were present.  Upon completion of a roll call, determination of a quorum (17), 
acceptance of the July minutes and Treasurers report the meeting turned to Unfinished 
Business. 
4.3  Twenty new Surveyor of the Past plaques are being produced. 
4.4 The Ephraim Brown Land Office project at Hale Farm is complete. 
4.6  The SHS Rendezvous was successful with 110 in attendance. 
4.7 Website Upgrade:  The “Members Only” section was up on Aug. 23rd.  Some three 

hundred emails notifying members of the news bounced back as undeliverable.  The 
next proposed upgrade is to allow voting capability.  The setup cost was $400 for the 
entire state and an additional $200 for all the chapters to have individual voting 
capability.  The voting could be for ballots, online surveys/questionnaires or other uses.  I made a motion to 
spend the $600 to keep the upgrades moving forward but it was tabled until the October meeting to obtain 
a better description of the capability from the vendor.  As crude as it sounds, some chapters elect their 
officers at a general membership meeting.  If you don’t attend the meeting, you don’t get to vote.  
Spending the extra $200 was questioned as a waste of PLSO funds.  Setup fees for possible future 
upgrades include: capability for online payments/registration for conferences-seminars $400 and online 
payment of dues $300.  These setup fees for online payments do not include bank and/or processing fees. 

 
New Business 
5.1 Acceptance of new members, Richard A. Stacko of Parma was added as an Associate Member to the 

Cleveland Chapter. 
5.2        Nominations for PLSO Officers will be open for another month. 
5.3        The Committee entered into Executive Session to discuss personnel issues from 6:45 until 8:19. 

John G. Hoy 
Delegate 
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(Continued from Page 11) 

Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

 
Inter-Association Delegates 
6.3  The State Board of Registration.  A public meeting is set for Monday, September 22, 2008 at 3:00 p.m. to 

discuss the proposed changes to surveying and engineering laws.  The spring 208 surveying exams: 
Fundamentals – 20 of 29 passed the exam, professional – 3 of 12 passed the exam. 

 
Committee Reports 
Political Action Committee:  Balance in the fund is $1,759.85. 
7.12  The Standards Committee submitted proposed changes to 4733-37-05 and –06 requesting that chapters 

review the proposal and return comments to the October meeting.  (Attachment Page 18) 
7.14  PLSO Vision Committee:  Rose Coors submitted a draft report dated 9/4/08 requesting that chapters 

review the proposal and return comments to the October meeting.  (Attachment Page 21) 
7.15 Executive Director Search Committee:  Frank Snyder reported that the first and only meeting of 

the committee was held earlier today.  The committee consulted the Constitution, By-Laws, Employee 
Handbook, Duty lists, Draft of the Vision Committee Report and the advertisement used in 1995 to discern 
the following steps to be followed to replace the Executive Director: 

Run an ad in the Columbus Dispatch and possibly in web-based employment sites. 
Send a letter of interest to the best respondents with the duties/expectations of the position 
and arrange interviews before the three committee members. 
Secure the services of the Executive Director of Michigan (A non-licensed individual) to either 
attend/preside at the interviews or provide the committee with the questions to use during the 
interviews. 
Narrow the field to a single candidate and schedule the second interview either at the next 
available Executive Committee meeting or at a special Executive Committee meeting. 
Immediately following the interview request a motion to hire the candidate. 

7.2  Newsletter Editor Report:  Barb Jones reported that Issue 3 is being assembled.  Deadline for 
Issue 4 is November 1, 2008. 

7.3 Mike Besch reported that next week is the NSPS “Lobbying Week” in Washington.  He will be unable to 
attend and is looking for someone to attend in his place. 

    In the past, NSPS provided a $2,000 scholarship to the national TrigStar winner.  Because the 
winner didn’t always continue to a surveying degree, the scholarship was changed.  NSPS now offers a 
$5,000 scholarship to anyone who participates in the program and desires to become a Professional 
Surveyor.  This year the Ohio TrigStar winner received the scholarship.  He had applied before he learned 
that he was the Ohio winner. 

7.4   The Program Committee accepted the offer from Cleveland to host the 2011 Conference.  The     
committee should be formed by February 2009.  The 2009 Conference Committee finalized their program.  
The 2008 Fall Seminar finally filled the TDB speaker slot, which already had 13 attendees registered for 
that event.  They have 168 full registrants and had a goal of 175.  The additional one-day registrants 
should close the gap. 

7.48 Scholarships and correspondence were mailed. 
7.49 The Scholarship Fund Board reported that the notice for donations with the dues returned results.  They 

are looking toward forming a separate foundation, 501.c.3, able to accept tax-deductible donations. 
 

Chapter Delegate Reports 
The Central Ohio, Muskingum Valley, Northwest Ohio, Ohio Valley, Scioto Valley, Treaty lands, Tuscarawas Valley 
and all of the student Chapter Delegates were absent.  All other Chapters submitted written reports. 
 
9.0 Dean Frederick is accepting nominations for 2009 Officers and participated in the Vision Committee. 
Motion to adjourn: 9:46 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
        John G. Hoy, P.S. 

Delegate Report 
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SURVEYING and CONSTRUCTION STAKES 
High quality, light colored, HARDWOOD and smooth 

MARKER STAKES  Bundle of 50    
18” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.17 ea 
24” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.20 ea 
30” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.25 ea 
36” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.28 ea 
48” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.36 ea 
48” x    7/8”  x 1/2”    $0.24 ea  
SQUARE HUBS      Bundle of 25 
12” x 2” x 2”           $0.24 ea 
18” x 2” x 2”           $0.32 ea 
22” x 2” x 2”           $0.36 ea 
WEDGES HUBS      Bundle of 50 
22” HUB MARKER   $0.13 ea/Bundle of 100 
9”        $0.13 ea  
12”      $0.15 ea 
METAL REBAR RODS 
30” x 5/8”  $1.48 ea   20 per bundle      

DELIVERY AVAILABLE : CALL Dwight at Spencer Feed & Supply  330-648-2111 

 *  WE DELIVER ANYWHERE  *  WE DELIVER ANYWHERE  *  WE DELIVER ANYWHERE  * 

FREE DELIVERY ON 
LARGE ORDERS 

C
A

M
P

 R
O

A
D

 

NEW LONDON EASTERN 

OLD MILL RD 

r 

NO ORDER TOO 
SMALL or TOO 

FAR 
LARGE INVENTORY 

7370 Camp Road  Homerville, Ohio  

New Lorain County Flood Zone Maps Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

Lorain County has new FEMA flood zone maps with an effective date of August 18, 2008. (see image example 
below) 
 

Many, if not all, flood zone maps are available for free online viewing at this webpage: http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/
wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1  Maps can be pulled up by Map Panel 
ID or by street address.  See FEMA webpage screen capture below left. 
 

Do you have a stack of old FIRM maps in your files?  The next time you need to 
use them, you should check online to see if there is an updated map online first.  
The maps are free to view online and to make an 11x17 print (using Make 
FIRMette button), and you can purchase a map image file and download the full 

size image to print or 
incorporate into your 
drawings. 
 
Their website is a little 
slow and 
temperamental, so have 
patience.  If you have 
questions about this 
FEMA webpage, feel 
free to contact me. 
 
 
Robert Hoy 
CSN Editor 

 

http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
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Have You Ever Seen a Column Line Move? By John G. Hoy, P.S. 
 
 I’ve used Architectural and Engineering plans for construction layout for over thirty years now.  I can 
remember when most all buildings followed a nice rectangular shape since that was the easiest to build.  
But everything changes.  Now, if you want a building and site design to be unique, rectangular shapes are 
boring.  In their quest for the unusual I’ve seen designers using concentric circular walls, multi-faceted roof 
pitches, pyramid atriums, adjoining-connecting trapezoidal rooms and wings extending at every angle of a 
protractor.  I’ve even handled calls from construction superintendents asking the length of a wall that was 
described on the plans as being a section of curve with a 2.5° delta angle.  I had the answer but I couldn’t 
tell him why it was designed that way. 
 
 The down side to this trend is the necessity of a very complicated structural plan.  To accommodate 
radial patterns of columns or staggering roof piers designers use intermediate designations such as 3.7 or 
A.4.  This is a workable method of highlighting that a column or set of columns is intentionally out of order 
with the regular overall pattern of support within a design.  It is also just as important to convey that critical 
information to the team constructing the project on the ground.  After all, that is where you don’t want to see 
a mistake.  Or you would think! 
 
 One of my recent projects is what will be a beautiful theater building designed by a very well known 
Cleveland firm.  The column designations across the building are 1, 2, 2.5, 2.9, 3, 3.7, 4, 4.5, 4.6, 4.9, 5, 
5.4, 5.5, 6, 6.5, 6.6, 7, 7.1, 7.4, 7.5, 8, 8.3, 9, 9.1 and 11 (skipping 10 entirely).  In the perpendicular direc-
tion A, B, C, D, E, F, F.7, G, G.2, H, J, K, K.6, L, L.3, L.4, L.6, M, M.1 and N.  Obviously, these designers 
are comfortable with using intermediate designations.  Following another trend, the column designations 
shown on the North and South or the East and West sides of the building plan did not list every column on 
both sides.  Even some overall dimensions were omitted.  The plan was a little less crowded with numbers 
and maybe that was their intent. 
 
 My surprise came two weeks into construction.  I was standing 
inside the building surrounded by perimeter walls fast approaching 
three feet high starring at a column we just checked into that didn’t 
agree with my calculated location.  A few additional minutes on the 
plans and I noticed a discrepancy with the location of Column 3 from 
one side to the other side of the building.  When I questioned this with 
the superintendent he quickly said, “That’s right.  It jogs over five 
inched inside the building.”  All I could say was, “You are kidding aren’t 
you?”  But there it was, drawn overlapping the lockers in a dressing 
room.  Almost hidden.  
 
 As difficult as it was for me to wrap my brain around this new 
design concept I quickly found out that as of that moment in time; I 
knew, the superintendent knew, the company fabricating the steel 
knew and the designers knew.  Just as no one had thought to mention 
it to me, they also neglected to tell the foundation/masonry crews.  
What a recipe for disaster.  In this situation, Column 3 happens to be located alongside the west wing of the 
building.  The first construction plan was to start in that wing.  Luckily, an overhead power line was delayed 
in being relocated causing construction to begin on the East side of the building.  A major problem, and cer-
tainly major lawsuits, averted by random chance.  That morning, we set two points inside the building right 
where the jog was drawn on the plans and revised our stakes to read Colum 3 North and Column 3 South.  
As stupid as that may sound. 
 
 Incidentally, Columns 5.4 and 5.5 are only two inches apart and so are Columns 6.5 and 6.6.  Be-
lieve it or not, elsewhere in the same wing there are three columns intentionally offset 2-5/8” from the near-
est column line on the plan.  Could this level of consistency in design be the next design trend?  Are de-
tailed plans like a box of chocolate?  You never know just what you’re goanna get?  Watch out! 
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    Nov 6  Carl Gedeon and Grace Ann Kramer of SCORE (Service Corp. of Retired Executives also 
  affiliated with the U.S. Small Business Administration) and Bob Fenn from P.T.A.C. (U.S. 
  Procurement Technical Assistance Center at Lake Erie College) will present our third Fall 
  2008 educational seminar entitled: 
 

     Topic: “Enhancing Business Skills”     1.5 CPD Hours 
 

General business advice in a tough economy 
How to prepare a business plan, and what it is used for 
Negotiation and marketing techniques 
Working with the government 
Improving our self image as a profession  
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State PLSO Website Upgrade 
The State PLSO website, www.ohiosurveyor.org,  has added a Members Only 
button on the left side of its page.  Your User ID will be your PLSO Membership 
number which can be found on your dues invoice that you recently received.  Your 
Password will be the last 4 digits of your phone number on file with State PLSO.  If 
you have trouble logging in your first time, contact Barb Jones.  Her information is 
available on the Contact Us page of the State PLSO website. 
 
Once successfully logged in, you can view member listings by chapter, membership 
category, or alphabetically as well as searching for someone's name.  There is also a 
section inside for announcements for members only. 
 
I was pleasantly surprised to see the Ohio Surveying News, Issue 2, 2008 is now 
online in the Downloads section of Members Only.  It is downloadable in a large 10MB PDF file of which 
some photographs and graphics are in color.  It also has some in-document hyperlinks as this PDF has.  
I'm glad to see the State PLSO office and executive committee taking notice of what the Cleveland 
Chapter has been doing for nearly 2 years with our online-only Cleveland Surveying News.  I really hope 
the PLSO membership will be given the choice to stop receiving the Ohio Surveying News in print form 
choosing online/PDF reading instead. 
 
The Members Only section is an effort to update the way PLSO communicates with its members.  I 
strongly encourage everyone to log into the Members section to check and update your contact 
information on-file especially your email address. 
 

Surveying Resource WebPages 
www.clevelandmemory.org - historical photographs of the Cleveland area. 
www.railsandtrails.com - scans of very useful old township, USGS, railroad, etc. maps. 
http://benchmarks.scaredycatfilms.com/OH.html - NGS benchmark database with Google Map interface 
http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1 
 - online FEMA FIRMs (Flood Insurance Rate Map) 
http://gis.cuyahogacounty.us/ - Cuyahoga County GIS (still under construction but viewable) 
http://ohiodnr.com/water/oeplats/tabid/3300/Default.aspx - scans of canal maps in Ohio 
 
Reminder: all blue underlined text in this issue is a hyperlink to a webpage, an email address, or to another page 
within this PDF document.  And the Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 is a link to the Contents page. 

Communication Report 

Robert Hoy 

Communication 
Trustee 

November CPD Seminar Dinner Meeting 

Price 
Members $35.00 
Non-Members $60.00 

http://www.ohiosurveyor.org
http://www.clevelandmemory.org
http://www.railsandtrails.com
http://benchmarks.scaredycatfilms.com/OH.html
http://msc.fema.gov/webapp/wcs/stores/servlet/FemaWelcomeView?storeId=10001&catalogId=10001&langId=-1
http://gis.cuyahogacounty.us/
http://ohiodnr.com/water/oeplats/tabid/3300/Default.aspx
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Executive Committee Meetings  
are held at the office of : 
 

John R. Hoy and Associates  
4562 W. 130 St., Cleveland  
 

at 6pm and are open to all members 
of the Chapter who want to attend. 

 
 

October 2  Seminar Meeting 
October 9-10  PLSO Fall Seminar, Kings Island 
October 17  State Executive Committee Meeting 
October 20  Executive Committee Meeting 
October 24  Cleveland Surveying News Deadline 
 
November 6  Seminar Meeting 
November 10 Fall Technician Workshop 
November 14 State Executive Committee Meeting 
November 17 Executive Committee Meeting 
 
December 4  Cleveland Surveying News Deadline 
December 12 State Executive Committee Meeting (if needed) 
December 15 Executive Committee Meeting (if needed) 
 
January 9, 2008 State Executive Committee Meeting 
January 12, 2008 Executive Committee Meeting 
January 13, 2008 Cleveland Surveying News Deadline 
January 22, 2008 Annual Meeting  

Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

September 4th CPD Dinner Seminar Review by Peter D. Zwick 
Nineteen of our members walked away from the seminar by Eric Pempus, A.I.A. 
with some good advice: If you aren’t already using written contracts, then use 
one like the sample one-page document suggested by his employer, Selvaggio, 
Teske & Associates, which was distributed free of charge to all attendees. 
 
Speaking of “free of charge,” our seminars continue to be offered to our 
members at about the cost of the meal and accommodations at the Airport 
Marriott Hotel.   Therefore, you receive the C.P.D. hours for as close to “free” as 
you can get.   Attendees received a certificate for 1.5 P.D.H.’s this time around 
(which is 50% more free, on top of the first free hour that we usually award!).  
Get the picture? 
 
Yes, Selvaggio, Teske & Associates sells professional liability insurance to 
surveyors, engineers and architects (but not for free).   In fact, they already 
underwrite a significant percentage of the firms represented at the seminar. 
 
Did you know that most claims against professionals arise because of poor 
communication?  Usually it’s our client doing the suing.   Some more advice: get 
it in writing, and don’t forget to also put it in writing on your end.   Be sure to explain what your services are (and 
what they do not include).   Check your proposals and brochures for the dreaded “Highest Standard of Care” 
citation, or “We’re the Best” claims (because these are written communications which may come back to bite you 
later).   On the public sector side, the same goes for RFQ’s. 
 
Eric is also a skilled construction dispute arbitrator, but he pointed out the merits (speed and economy) of the m 
mediation technique for dispute resolution.  Regarding B.I.M., he feels that it won’t become prevalent anytime 
soon, even though it is now creeping into large mega-construction projects.   There were several comments and 
questions from the audience regarding the pitfalls of electronic dissemination of digital work products (be careful 
when e-mailing your drawings).   What ever you do, don’t do what the hapless surveyor in Eric’s case study did! 
 
Chicken Marsala will be the menu selection for October 2nd seminar, by the way.  See you there. 

Speaker Eric Pempus, A.I.A. 
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Executive  Meeting Highlights Cleveland Surveying News -  September 2008 

Meeting highlights from 09/15/08, office of John R. Hoy & Associates: 
 
“As our Ex Comm meeting was held the Monday after the remnants of Hurricane Ike rolled 
through town, several members of the committee were unable to attend as they dealt with 
power-outage issues. 
 
George Hoffman was welcomed back to the Executive Committee, this time as the new 
Program Trustee.  Nominees for next year’s committee will be formulated by October 15. 
 
Bob Hoy announced there will be a Chapter Newsletter published in December to replace 
the February issue. 
 
Pete Zwick mentioned that Kathleen McGervey, who recently lost her brother Joe, attended 
the Republican National Convention in Minneapolis last month. 

Michael A. Straub 
Secretary 

 

This is an invitation to join a new organization known as: 
 

SECRET SOCIETY OF SENIOR SURVEYORS (S
4
) 

 
Definitions: 
Why Secret: No Reason, Just adds another “S” 
Society:  Group, Club, Whatever. 
Senior:  Sixtyish. Being retired is not a requirement. 
Surveyors:  If you do not know by now, it is way too late anyway. Those 

who have practiced, worked or played in the profession of 
Land Surveying or related endeavors. 

Professional 
Affiliation:  PLSO, ACSM, OSPE or NONE. 
Meetings:  Lunch at Sokolowski’s University Inn 
   1201 University Road, Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Cost:   Your Meal 
When:  The Third Tuesday of the Month, 12:30 P.M. 
Agenda:  Exchange War Stories, Tell Tall Tales, Bemoan Current State 

 of  Surveying, Share Insight and Knowledge, General B.S.  
Rules:  No Dues, No Membership But Shirt and Shoes Are Required. 
Who:   Whoever Can Make It. No Reservations. 
 
Come out and enjoy.   
 
For more information, call John Dailey 440-888-1930 or Jack Hoy 440-877-1434 
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