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2017 PLSO Annual Conference 

February 15 – 18, 2017 

CONFERENCE NOTES:   

The registration deadline of Jan. 27 has passed.  PLSO will continue to accept late registrations as long 

as space permits.  Late registration fees of $50, as listed on the original registration form, are now in 

effect. 

Kalahari Resort and Convention Center 
Sandusky, Ohio 

Hosted by the Firelands Chapter of PLSO 

Rich Fredrickson, Conference Chairman 

PLEASE NOTE: Registration deadline is Friday, January 27, 2017.  Registrations 
received after the deadline will be accepted if space is available, and are subject to a $50 
Late Registration Fee.   

Session Handouts will be available ONLINE ONLY for the 2017 Annual Conference. 
Conference registrants will be provided with a password to access them on the PLSO website 
when the documents are loaded, and must download their handouts prior to the 
conference. 

*Handout Hint* – download the handouts to a laptop or electronic notebook, and you can 
bring that with you for use during the conference.  You can select the information you need 
for printing after the sessions. 

Lodging: 

ACCOMMODATIONS:  Registrants are responsible for their own room arrangements.  The 
Kalahari Resort and Conference Center (7000 Kalahari Drive, Sandusky, Ohio 44870) has 
offered a group rate of $130 for guest rooms of up to 4 people, plus applicable taxes.  This 
room rate is ONLY available on Friday night IF you are staying more than one night at the 
resort.  Unfortunately, it is not available for Friday-only stays. Contact the hotel directly for 
room arrangements at 1-877-525-2427 and request the PLSO Annual Conference Room 
Block to receive the group rate.  

HOTEL RESERVATION DEADLINE IS MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2017 

PARKING:      Surface parking at the Kalahari Resort and Convention Center is free. 

  

Annual Awards and Benefit Social 

Thursday evening will be our annual Awards Program beginning at 5:30 pm in the Exhibit Hall, 
followed by the Benefit Social and Raffle to raise funds for the PLSO Surveyors Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. CLICK HERE for the Raffle Donation Form 

  

  

 

Attention!!!   

News from the State Board  

Certificate of Authorization Holders 

  

Auto-generated delinquent notice emails were issued to all firms that have 

not submitted a renewal application or to firms that have renewal 

applications pending approval. If your firm has submitted a renewal 

application through the eLicense Portal, you may continue to practice until 

you hear otherwise from the Board. You will receive an email from the Board 

stating the additional documentation needed if your firm renewal application 

is incomplete. If your application is incomplete, your firm will be asked to 

cease and desist until the outstanding documentation is received. All 

completed applications will receive an approval email with the wall certificate 

once the application has been reviewed. 

The Board has received approximately 1000 renewal applications in the last 

several business days and is working diligently to process all applications in 

a timely manner. We appreciate your patience and apologize for any 

inconvenience as we work out the kinks of our new online system 

PLSO Fall Seminar 

When: Oct 11 – 12, 2018 

Where: Hilton Garden Inn Toledo Perrysburg, 

6165 Levis Commons Blvd, Perrysburg, OH 

43551, USA  

cleveland.plso.com
http://www.plso.info
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George 
Hofmann 

Delegates Report 
July 13, 2018 
State Executive Committee Meeting 
 
President Diebel called the meeting to order at 6:00 P.M. 
 
Secretary Brian Bingham determined that there was a quorum present. 
 
Motion to accept the minutes for the May11, 2018 meeting . Motion Passed 
 
Josh Mehelcic  Treasurer gave a report on the treasurer report for May and June. 2018. 
Report was in order and President Diebel  accepted  it for financial review. 
  
5.2 New members;  Motion to accept 1 Professional Members , 1 Sustaining member Motion Passed.    
 
State Board: Approved a task force to study License, Board made up of (3PLSO), (3 CEAO),2 Board Members) 
and  (1  Educator) 
 
PAC:  No action this month 
 
Standards: Committee Chair Brad Kramer  announce that the comment phase was now closed and the committee 
would be submitting the final draft. 
 
2022 Survey Datum: NGS Feedback see attached document) 
Ray Foos  stated that  the plan is for Ohio to go to a single Zone ,each individual county will have their own 
distortion, there may be other areas that have radical elevations that will have a separate distortion. 
 
NSPS Governor : NSPS is proposing a $10.00 dues increase , to be voted on this fall, this has been talked about 
for some time now.  I asked for comments from the Chapter when this first came to our attention and only had a 
couple negative response. At this time I will be voting that the Cleveland Chapter is in favor of the increase unless 
otherwise directed. See attachment from NSPS President Kim Leavitt 
 
Trig Star: Pat Leonhardt reported that  he will remain chairman of this committee, anyone wishing to sponsor a Trig 
Star exam is encouraged to start planning  immediately. Pat will make himself available to help you set it up 
Scholarship: Only two students applied for the state scholarships this year, both are Seniors at the University of 
Akron and were awarded $2,000.00. 
scholarships. 
 
Education University of Akron receives  $25,000 grand prizes . They were winners of the 2018 NCEES Surveying 
Education Award. This  annual award recognizes surveying programs that best reflect the organizations mission to 
advance licensure for surveyors in order to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 
 
Legislation:  We continue to keep an eye on legislation , the  bill pertaining to reduction of our rules by 30% has 
changed  somewhat and it does not appear that we will need to reduce, only justify that the rules we have are 
need. There are other bills that attack licensure as a whole, that it is not needed and should be eliminated yet the 
state continues to license new organizations. 
 
 Annual  Conferences 
2019-2021 Hilton Easton , Columbus, contracts completed 
 
 Fall Seminar 
2018-Toledo 2019- Mason 2020-Cleveland Marriott Airport 
 
Finance: George Hofmann reported that he was only able to briefly look at the two months before the meeting and 
will  make a report at the next meeting. 
 
Chapter Delegates gave written and verbal report . 
 
Respectfully submitted 
George A. Hofmann ,2018 Cleveland Chapter Delegate 

cleveland.plso.com
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SURVEYING and CONSTRUC-
TION STAKES 
High quality, light colored, 
HARDWOOD and smooth 

MARKER STAKES  Bundle of 50    
18” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.18 ea 
24” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.22 ea 
30” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.26 ea 
36” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.30 ea 
48” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.38 ea 
48” x    7/8”  x 1/2”    $0.28 ea  
SQUARE HUBS      Bundle of 25 
12” x 2” x 2”           $0.26 ea 
18” x 2” x 2”           $0.34 ea 
22” x 2” x 2”           $0.38 ea 
WEDGES HUBS     Bundle of 50 
22” HUB MARKER   $0.14 ea/Bundle of 100 
9”        $0.15 ea  
12”      $0.17 ea 
METAL REBAR RODS 
Available Any Length Call for $ 
 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE : CALL Dwight at Spencer Feed & Supply   
330-648-2111 

FREE DELIVERY 
ON LARGE 

NO ORDER TOO 
SMALL or TOO 

FAR 

LARGE INVENTO-

8200 Camp Road  Homerville, Ohio  

Black River School Rd 

Chatham Rd 

S
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HIGH  GRADE  HARDWOOD  SURVEY  
STAKES 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

 • TOPCON DEALER  • INSTRUMENT SALES, 
SERVICE & RENTAL 

 • SOKKIA DEALER  • GPS TECHNOLOGIES 

 • FIELD SUPPLIES  • FIELD EQUIPMENT 

5758 Ridge Road     Parma, Ohio 44129          Phone (440) 842-2218    Fax (440) 842-0802 

WWW.ROBERTSSURVEYING.COM 
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GNSS Breakdown— Robert Hoy, Arcadis. U.S.  

Following up on our seminar last month on GNSS Best Practices, Trimble RTX Post Process 

www.trimblertx.com  can be used with any brand or model of dual frequency receiver. You will need 

the ability to either convert latitude and longitude (in the emailed solution report) to  your desired state 

plane zone, or the ability to import the returned XML file into surveying office computer software. Trim-

ble Business Center (TBC) allows the importing of XML files. You can also get an XML file returned by 

OPUS by clicking on the Options button on the Upload screen and chose standard+XML (draft) as 

shown: 

 

A POB article mentioned in the NSPS news email that we 

PLSO members get, also mentions Trimble’s GNSS baseline 

processing using multiple satellite constellations https://

www.pobonline.com/articles/101399-combining-gnss-and-other

-tools-gets-geopositioning-right Another feature of Trimble RTX Post Process is the ability to zip up 

multiple static files (data for the point being the same) and have it processed as one position, provided 

there isn’t too long of a time gap between the static data of the files. 

 

A good planning tool I mentioned was www.gnssplanning.com which is Trimble’s updated planning 

tool. You can choose your location, time zone, date, time window, and which satellite constellations 

you’ll be observing. It will allow you to see how much being able to observe extra satellite constella-

tions such as GLONASS and Galileo will lower your PDOP and improve your precision. You can also 

see when PDOP will be highest on your work day. The lower the PDOP, the better. PDOP is positional 

dilution of precision. If you are only concerned with horizontal positioning, view the HDOP line of the 

graph. 

 

Satellite Launches 

Galileo is about to launch 4 more satellites on July 25, which will bring their total, once in place and 

activated for tracking, to 18. They last launched 4 satellites in December 2017. Read more at https://

www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Navigation/Next_four_Galileo_satellites_fuelled_for_launch 

 

Russia has launch a new satellite in June. It’s a replacement satellite as the GLONASS satellites are 

note designed to last as long as U.S. GPS satellites. https://spaceflightnow.com/2018/06/18/

navigation-satellite-launched-to-join-russias-glonass-network/ 

The design difference can be viewed two ways. That U.S satellites are better designed and longer 

lasting; however, because of this, the U.S. Department of Defense (responsible for U.S. GPS satel-

lites) are slow to launch new satellites that will carry the newer stronger signals such as L5 and L1C. 

L5 signals should allow for receiving signals in less open locations, such as inside leafed trees. When 

I read news about development of new U.S. GPS satellites, it seems the dates for deliveries and 

launches over the years keep getting pushed back. Latest news has newly developed Block 3 GPS 

satellites getting delivered in 2026. Meanwhile Galileo (Europe) and Beidou (China) are each launch-

ing 8 or more satellites a year. 
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Winners of 2018 NCEES Surveying  

Education Award announced 

 

University of Akron receives $25,000 grand prize 

NCEES is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2018 NCEES Surveying Education Award. This annual award 
recognizes surveying programs that best reflect the organization’s mission to advance licensure for surveyors in 
order to safeguard the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 
NCEES awarded the University of Akron’s Surveying and Mapping program the $25,000 grand prize. Six addi-
tional prizes were awarded to qualifying programs to assist with each program’s continued efforts to promote 
the importance and value of surveying licensure. The award jury considered criteria such as student outcomes 
and involvement, outreach and recruitment, and the promotion of licensure. The award jury met June 28, 2018, 
in Clemson, South Carolina, to select the winners. 

NCEES Surveying Education Award juror Glen Thurow, P.S, stated, “The University of Akron’s three-pronged ap-

ODOT VRS (nRTK) vs. RTK (base+rover) 

 

This past month I was working in Hudson and started with ODOT VRS (aka network RTK). My sky 

visibility was good, with few obstructions to block satellite signals. It was taking me 30 seconds to get 

my vertical precision under 0.10 feet. So I setup my base receiver and RTK+logging, which broadcasts 

for RTK but also logs static data for use with Trimble RTX Post Process or NGS OPUS. My vertical 

precision immediately improved to 0.03 to 0.04 immediately! As mentioned in our last seminar, nRTK 

(VRS) has higher errors due to the long distances from the actual CORS you are getting your position 

from. nRTK below left, RTK below right. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These were my last point with nRTK and first point with RTK. The last nRTK point took me almost a minute to get 13 epochs 

under 0.10 vertical precision, while the RTK gave me 17 epochs in in 17 seconds at 0.04 vertical precision. So the vertical 

precision improved moving to RTK by over 100%. Less time and higher quality data! 

 

Questions? I’ll answer them if I can. Send to robert.hoy@arcadis.com 

cleveland.plso.com
http://www.plso.info
https://ncees.org/education/ncees-surveying-education-award/
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A fun time was had by all. 

Congratulations to the Third Time 

Champions, Bill Walsh and his team. 

See you all next year. 

cleveland.plso.com
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USED EQUIPMENT FOR SALE 

If you are interested in any of the following items please contact Julie League at 

440-879-1084 

 

Laserplane 600 /80 - $400 

Topcon Dt 30 - $800 

Apache bullseye 3 Model 14 - $500 

Spectra precision Laser LL500 - $700 

Nikon DT< A10 Total Station  $600 

cleveland.plso.com
http://www.plso.info
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Cleveland Chapter & State 2018 Schedule 

Dates, times and locations subject to change, emails will 

be sent out with notification of any changes 
 Friday, January 13 - State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Thursday - January 25, 2018 – Cleveland Chapter Annual General Meeting and installation of 

officers 

 February  21-24, 2018  PLSO State conference in Sharonville, Ohio 

 Friday, March 9 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, March 13 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #1 deadline 3/20) 

 Friday, April 14 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

 April 14, Prior to the state board meeting STATE CPD Workshop 

Tuesday, April 17 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #2 deadline 4/24) 

April (TBA) – Cleveland Chapter General Meeting & CPD 

 Friday, May 11 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, May 15 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #3 deadline 5/22) 

 May STATE CPD Workshop (date and location TBA) 

 Friday, July 13 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

July 13, 45th Annual William Haas Memorial Golf Outing at Springvale Golf Course 

July (TBA) - Clev. Chapter Education Recognition Meeting (newsletter #4 deadline 7/27) 

 Friday, September 14 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 18 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #5 deadline 9/21) 

 October 11 & 12 - PLSO State Fall Seminar Perrysburg, Ohio 

Tuesday, Oct. 16 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #6 deadline 10/23) 

 Friday, November 9 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, Nov. 13 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #7 deadline 11/20) 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 (if needed) – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #8             

           deadline 12/15/17) 

 

3rd Thursday in January 2019 – Cleveland Chapter General Meeting & Installation of officers 

2018 State PLSO Officers 

President—Curt Deibel, PS, Tuscarawas Valley Chapter  Secretary—Brian Bingham, PS, Central Ohio 

Chap.President –Elect—Tom Silva PS Toledo Chapter   Treasurer—Josh Mehilcic, PS, Miami Valley Chap. 

Imm. Past Pres.—Charles R. Harkness, PS, Muskingum Chapter NSPS Director—Robert L. Akins, PS, Tuscarawas 

          Valley Chapter 

2017 PLSO State Calendar 
 
January 13, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

February 15-18, 2017 Annual Conference, Kalahari, Sandusky Ohio 

March 10, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

April 17, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

April CPD Workshops (date and location to be determined) 

May 12, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

May CPD Workshop (date and location to be determined) 

July 14, 2017   Executive Committee Meeting 

September 8, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

October 12-13, 2017 PLSO Fall Seminar, Hilton Polaris, Columbus Ohio 

cleveland.plso.com
http://www.plso.info

