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Steven Metcalf 
President 

 

Presidents Letter - PLSO Cleveland 

 We Surveyors are in heavy demand! 

This time in North East Ohio, seems to be an economically vibrant time for our industry. 

Construction work is up, ALTA work is very active, Home Sales are surging along with rising home  

prices. 

 Calls from potential clients tell me they can’t get prices from surveyors to do work they request. 

And when they do, they Surveyors are quoting weeks out. High Demand, but competitive. 

 Because of the high demand in our industry, many New surveying companies are starting up from  

solid past employees of current firms. 

Entrepreneurs and Startups know to expect the long work hours, capitalize on fast response times, and 

 are seeing growth and early success. 

The leap of faith is paying off. 

 The University of Akron had an Engineering/ Survey career fair this week, with multiple local Engineering/  

Survey firms represented. 

A few out of State Firms from Michigan, Pennsylvania, and West Virginia were recruiting as well. 

I was told by some people, that a few out of State Firms will be opening up offices in Cleveland in the next few months. 

 But please don’t forget the Construction companies! The recruitment teams sent in the big guns, Vice Presidents to entice the 

students to join them. 

Flush with big contracts, the newest Survey S”XXXL” robots, and “I-like-A-Trimble-Conn” super equipment to do it faster and on 

larger screens. 

Drones, Laser Scanning, Stringless paving, Union Wages, and Machine controls all make a great selling point. 

 Membership and Why ?: 

ExCom members have been told that people are not renewing this year for various reasons, but the one that gets me is…. 

“What do I get for my membership dues?” 

 Well, you get discounts for the Educational Conferences, both at State and local Chapters. 

These conferences are the financial funders for the organization. 

 Really the question is “What do I lose if I’m not a member?” 

In Cleveland Chapter, you will lose your access to PLSO.info. records database. 

The records database that has been growing with over 1,000 new records in the past year alone, and more to be expanded this 

winter. 

This website driven records database is a Cleveland Chapter funded and Chapter member only, perk. 

 The website will be close for Beta testing by the ExCom and a faster more complete search is being done. 

No more – image not found – etc. 

 Is that worth your additional membership dues? It could mean the difference of having the advantage over a competitor for a 

project. 

The membership in PLSO is significantly less than Michigan, West Virginia, or Pennsylvania. Look it up. 

 Complaints: 

The ExCom members receive phone calls & emails, thinking we are the State Board, which usually are complaints from residence. 

 Recently, we have heard complaints that Survey companies are providing boundary “alternatives” or “consultations” of where your 

property corner pins might be? 

Digging up a property pin in a yard, flagging or putting a stake in the ground, to say “this might be your property corner.” 

Question:            Is this legal? 

Is that $425.00 or $500.00 worth getting a trouble by the State Board? 

Also companies on different websites, Angie’s House List of Advisories (not real name to protect the innocent), are offering tiered 

pricing for surveys with/ or without a survey map. 

Doesn’t 4733-37-05 Plat of Survey state: (Read it) 

A surveyor shall prepare a scale drawing of every individual survey, ….. 

A copy of this drawing shall be given to the client… 

 I’m a newer licensee, with less experience than some, and more than others… 

But to me it’s not worth it to me to play what some people call the grey area and jeopardize my license. 

 State Board: Here’s your chance squeaky wheels!! 

I’m attending the PLSO conference in Perrysburg later this month & hope to talk to the Board reps. during the Ethics class. 

 I suggest if you have a question for the board email me at the PLSO Cleveland secretary email. 

I will hand the complied list to the Board – (all authors will be anonymous). 
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George 
Hofmann 

Delegates Report 
 
Sept. 14, 2018 
State Executive Committee Meeting 
 
 
President Diebel called the meeting to order at 6:08 P.M. 
 
Secretary Brian Bingham determined that there was not a quorum present. 
Meeting  began and about 20 minutes into the meeting we had  two additional  
members arrive so we now have a quorum, 
 
Motion to accept the minutes for the July 13, 2018 meeting . Motion Passed 
 
Josh Mehelcic  Treasurer  reported that there were no financial available at this time so he had 
no report 
  
5.2 New members;  Motion to accept 3 Professional Members , 1 Affiliate, 1 Associate, and 
1Student Motion Passed.    
 
State Board: 14 Surveyors surrendered their license this year. 
 
PAC:  No action this month 
 
NSPS Governor : A member of the Firelands Chapter (Jeff) attended the meeting and asked 
questions about what NSPS does for us. Many of the  delegates and officers filled him in on a lot 
of programs they have and others that they would like to initiate. 
 
Legislation:   the  bill pertaining to reduction of rules  was veto 
 
Annual  Conferences 
2019-2021 Hilton Easton , Columbus, contracts completed 
 
Fall Seminar 
2018       Toledo 
2019        Mason 
2020        Cleveland Marriott Airport 
 
Finance: No report 
 
Chapter Delegates gave written and verbal report . 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
 
George A. Hofmann ,2018 Cleveland Chapter Delegate 

cleveland.plso.com
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SURVEYING and CONSTRUC-
TION STAKES 
High quality, light colored, 
HARDWOOD and smooth 

MARKER STAKES  Bundle of 50    
18” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.18 ea 
24” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.22 ea 
30” x 1 5/8” x 1/2”     $0.26 ea 
36” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.30 ea 
48” x 1 1/2” x 7/16”   $0.38 ea 
48” x    7/8”  x 1/2”    $0.28 ea  
SQUARE HUBS      Bundle of 25 
12” x 2” x 2”           $0.26 ea 
18” x 2” x 2”           $0.34 ea 
22” x 2” x 2”           $0.38 ea 
WEDGES HUBS     Bundle of 50 
22” HUB MARKER   $0.14 ea/Bundle of 100 
9”        $0.15 ea  
12”      $0.17 ea 
METAL REBAR RODS 
Available Any Length Call for $ 
 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE : CALL Dwight at Spencer Feed & Supply   
330-648-2111 

FREE DELIVERY 
ON LARGE 

NO ORDER TOO 
SMALL or TOO 

FAR 

LARGE INVENTO-

8200 Camp Road  Homerville, Ohio  

Black River School Rd 

Chatham Rd 
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HIGH  GRADE  HARDWOOD  SURVEY  
STAKES 

DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

 • TOPCON DEALER  • INSTRUMENT SALES, 
SERVICE & RENTAL 

 • SOKKIA DEALER  • GPS TECHNOLOGIES 

 • FIELD SUPPLIES  • FIELD EQUIPMENT 

5758 Ridge Road     Parma, Ohio 44129          Phone (440) 842-2218    Fax (440) 842-0802 

WWW.ROBERTSSURVEYING.COM 
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GNSS Update — Robert Hoy, Arcadis. U.S.  

 

Satellite Launches 

 

GPS III SV01, the first of 10 new GPS block III satellites is on its way to be launched in December. 

This will be the first GPS satellite to include the new L1C signal. Nine more satellites in this class are 

in production. 

http://insidegnss.com/air-forces-first-advanced-more-powerful-gps-iii-satellite-headed-to-cape-

canarveral/ 

 

ODOT VRS (nRTK) vs. Total Station 

Previously I’ve compared RTK to nRTK (VRS), but I had a good opportunity to compare nRTK to total 

station observations. While finding pins during a search, using a county GIS shape file as a guide, I 

located the pins I found as a temporary position for inventory using ODOT VRS (nRTK), to have a vis-

ual on my collector screen as to where I’ve found pins to later locate with a total station. The horizontal 

precision of both nRTK points were 0.04 sft, which is fairly good for nRTK. Remember that the farther 

your rover rod is from the actual CORS that nRTK is using, the larger your errors. These pins were 

100,000 sft from the CORS. 

 

Distance between the nRTK observed coordinates: 472.63’. 

Distance between the total station observed coordinates: 472.56’ 

 

At first glance you might think these are very close, right? Only 0.07’ difference. But the precision of 

these observations, which brings state law mininimum standards for boundary surveys in, is 1:6750 

which is below the 1:10,000 requirement. Yikes. If we consider observing 2 points with RTK or nRTK, 

with 0.04’ uncertainty for each point, how far apart would these points need to be to meet the 1;10,000 

measurement precision of state law? 10,000 x (0.04+0.04) = 800. And for distances less than 100 

feet, per state law, the observed distance must have no more than 0.02’ error. RTK, whether 

base+rover or ODOT VRS (nRTK), is a tool and we must use it appropriately.  

 

The state law, minimum standards for boundary surveys, give us the minimum required by surveyors. 

With the surveying instruments, data collectors, and office software of today we can measure much 

more accurately than error of 1:10,000. Let’s be known for quality not for doing just the minimum. 

 

Comments, questions?  robert.hoy@arcadis.com 
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Maybe a little updating is required. Or at least for future surveyors, 

some of us were “grandfathered” in and do not have a 4 year degree. 

Maybe something should change here, maybe nothing. Just 

something to think about. 

cleveland.plso.com
http://www.plso.info
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Cleveland recently lost a benevolent giant whose family business helped build virtually every iconic 
structure in Northern Ohio. 
 
Richard T. Garrett, a lifelong West Sider, passed away peacefully from complications related to heart 
disease on Sunday, September 16, 2018 at the age of 95. 
 
As one of his many awards proclaimed, Dick will be remembered for his "inextinguishable legacy" of 
"extraordinary commitment and outstanding contributions of time, talent and resources. 
 
" Dick was born on June 29, 1923 to parents Thomas and Vita Elizabeth Garrett. He grew up on Frazier 
Drive in Rocky River, overlooking the Cleveland Yachting Club. 
Dick followed in his father's footsteps and enrolled at the University of Michigan in 1941 to study 
engineering. 
 
After the outbreak of World War II, Dick enlisted as an Engineer within the survey units of the Army Field Artillery. He landed in 
France within days of D-Day. He was among the first of the U.S. troops to cross the Rhine River into Germany at the Remagen 
bridge, made famous years later by Hollywood. 
 
Following the war, Dick returned to the University of Michigan, married his college sweetheart Marilyn Holtom in 1947, and 
graduated in 1948 with his degree in Civil Engineering and Surveying. 
 
Dick and Marilyn returned to Cleveland and Dick joined his family's surveying business, Garrett & Associates. 
 
Founded by Dick's grandfather in 1890, Garrett & Associates provided critical engineering and surveying work to virtually every 
major project in town-from the Terminal Tower to the Hope Memorial Bridge to the Erieview Plaza to Cleveland State's campus 
to the Cleveland Clinic's main campus. 
 
In 1964, Marilyn contracted MS, which caused her to be severely debilitated and mobility-impaired. Dick faithfully stood by 
Marilyn's side until her death in 1991. 
In 1993 Dick met the second love of his life, Marjorie Fricke, whose husband Bob had succumbed to cancer five years earlier. 
 
Dick had known Bob over 50 years earlier in the same high school class at Rocky River High School. Dick and Marge married in 
1993. Through his 69 years of devoted, faithful and loving marriage, Dick balanced his business interests, his personal and 
family interests, and his civic interests in a most loving, pleasant, and humble way. 
 
Dick received numerous awards for his surveying work, most of which were only recently discovered by his family by accident, 
and he was a mentor to generations of workers in the surveying industry. 
 
He served as President of the Cleveland Chapter of the Professional Land Surveyors of Ohio. He was active in the Rocky River 
Rotary Club, and an officer and long-time member of the Cleveland Executives' Association. 
 
Dick was an avid fisherman and boater, having fished all over the world and docked his boat in Lorain, Ohio and later at the 
Cleveland Yachting Club. 
 
He owned properties in Costa Rica, Huron, Ohio and Naples, Florida, and he developed residential properties in Avon, Ohio 
through his Garrett Development Company. 
 
Dick maintained an office in Rocky River and worked hard daily there until the day he was hospitalized. 
 
Grateful for all that he had in his life, Dick was perhaps most of all a big-hearted humanitarian. Dick donated the entire original 
playground at the West Shore YMCA in Westlake, and he was a founder and builder of the Lake Erie Nature and Science 
Center in Bay Village. 
 
Until his death, Dick provided financial support to a Native American school in New Mexico, and to a school in Costa Rica. 
 
Dick and Marjorie created and funded the Holtom-Garrett Family Professorship in Neurology at the University of Michigan's 
School of Medicine. They also created and funded the Holtom-Garrett laboratory for MS research there. 
 
Locally, Dick and Marjorie were Grand Patrons for the most recent renovation of Severance Hall. 
They were members of the Cleveland Clinic’s prestigious 1921 Club, and in 2013 they received the Clinic’s George Knile Award-
the highest honor the Clinic gives for contributions to the Clinic for their involvement there. 
 

The Cleveland Chapter of the PLSO with heavy hearts, want to inform every-
one of the the passing of one of the founders of our Chapter, Richard T. Garrett 

cleveland.plso.com
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Surveying and Mapping Program receives grand prize 

for national award 
07/09/2018 (Copied from the University News Letter) 

Our Surveying and Mapping Program won the $25,000 grand prize for the 2018 Sur-
veying Education Award from the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and 

Surveying (NCEES). 

The award recognizes surveying and geomatics programs that reflect the NCEES’ 

mission “to advance licensure for surveyors in order to protect the health, safety and 

welfare of the public.” 

“We are thrilled to have won this grand prize and to again be honored by the 

NCEES,” said Professor Gary Schuller, director of the program. “This recognition un-

derscores the hard work put forth by the students and faculty in the program that 

have helped to make it grow.” 

The award money will be used to support scholarships, equipment upgrades, and 

marketing the program and the surveying profession. 

The program received a $10,000 award from the NCEES in 2017 and 2016. There is a 
high demand for graduates in the surveying and mapping field because of the antici-

pated high number of surveyors retiring in the upcoming years. The University of Ak-
ron is the only higher education institution in Ohio with an accredited surveying and 
mapping program. UA’s program is housed in its College of Applied Science and 

Technology. 

A UA graduate can become a surveyor or a surveying technician. Professional sur-

veyors solve modern land boundary, location and mapping problems by applying 

knowledge and skills in mathematics, law, local land history, map design, and busi-

ness, and through the use of advanced technology. Surveying and mapping techni-

cians collect data in the field, make calculations and do computer-aided drafting.  

Graduates of the program work for engineering and surveying companies, utility 

companies, large construction firms and government agencies. The program has ex-

perienced 100 percent job placement for the last three years. 

The award will be presented to UA in August in Scottsdale, Ariz. The CAST Survey 

and Mapping Program competed against 12 other programs in higher education insti-

tutions across the U.S. Three schools received $15,000 awards, and three other 

schools received $10,000 awards. 

Media contact: Alex Knisely, 330-972-6477 or aknisely@uakron.edu . 

cleveland.plso.com
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Cleveland Chapter & State 2018 Schedule 

Dates, times and locations subject to change, emails will 

be sent out with notification of any changes 
 Friday, January 13 - State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Thursday - January 25, 2018 – Cleveland Chapter Annual General Meeting and installation of 

officers 

 February  21-24, 2018  PLSO State conference in Sharonville, Ohio 

 Friday, March 9 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, March 13 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #1 deadline 3/20) 

 Friday, April 14 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

 April 14, Prior to the state board meeting STATE CPD Workshop 

Tuesday, April 17 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #2 deadline 4/24) 

April (TBA) – Cleveland Chapter General Meeting & CPD 

 Friday, May 11 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, May 15 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #3 deadline 5/22) 

 May STATE CPD Workshop (date and location TBA) 

 Friday, July 13 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

July 13, 45th Annual William Haas Memorial Golf Outing at Springvale Golf Course 

July (TBA) - Clev. Chapter Education Recognition Meeting (newsletter #4 deadline 7/27) 

 Friday, September 14 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, Sept. 18 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #5 deadline 9/21) 

 October 11 & 12 - PLSO State Fall Seminar Perrysburg, Ohio 

Tuesday, Oct. 16 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #6 deadline 10/23) 

 Friday, November 9 – State PLSO Executive Meeting 

Tuesday, Nov. 13 – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #7 deadline 11/20) 

Tuesday, Dec. 12 (if needed) – 6 p.m. Cleveland Chapter Executive Meeting (newsletter #8             

           deadline 12/15/17) 

 

3rd Thursday in January 2019 – Cleveland Chapter General Meeting & Installation of officers 

2018 State PLSO Officers 

President—Curt Deibel, PS, Tuscarawas Valley Chapter  Secretary—Brian Bingham, PS, Central Ohio 

Chap.President –Elect—Tom Silva PS Toledo Chapter   Treasurer—Josh Mehilcic, PS, Miami Valley Chap. 

Imm. Past Pres.—Charles R. Harkness, PS, Muskingum Chapter NSPS Director—Robert L. Akins, PS, Tuscarawas 

          Valley Chapter 

2017 PLSO State Calendar 
 
January 13, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

February 15-18, 2017 Annual Conference, Kalahari, Sandusky Ohio 

March 10, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

April 17, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

April CPD Workshops (date and location to be determined) 

May 12, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

May CPD Workshop (date and location to be determined) 

July 14, 2017   Executive Committee Meeting 

September 8, 2017  Executive Committee Meeting 

October 12-13, 2017 PLSO Fall Seminar, Hilton Polaris, Columbus Ohio 

cleveland.plso.com
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